——

& ok )
qﬁ‘&ﬁé)ﬁ .

THE WASHINGTON POST Thursday,.l’:e.b- 21,1974 A 18-

FEB 21 197

' Phone Remrd Sﬁummomsi :

Criticized by IRS Chlef

Internal Revenue Service
agents never should have sume
moned eight month’s worth of
telephone toil-call records of
The New York Times’ Wash-
ington bureau, IRS Commis-
sioner Donald C. .Alexander
said yesterday.

Alexander, complaining that
it is difficult to control the
actions -of 75,000 IRS employ-
ees, said he has taken some
steps to curb indiscriminate
telephone-record seizures and
is‘considering others,

He told a luncheon meeting
of the Harvard Law Schoog
Association that new rules will
require that the IRS chief of
inspection approve administra-
tive summonses that until re-
cently have been authorized by

numerous field officers acress-: .

the country.

Inquities by the Reporters- -

0 3

Committee for Freedom of the RyT <

Press have resulted in disclo-. -

sures by the IRS, the Cheasa-' .
peake & Potomac Telephone -
Co and American. Telephone : .,
& Telegraph Co. that records '~ °
of 2,500 calls from the Times” ~.
bureau here were turned over . i

to the IRS last month.

Alexander said that once he _ *
learned of the summons, he *~

immediately determined that

the newspapers records
should be returned to C&P.
He added, however, that he is < **
still considering whether to re-" "
turn records of calls from the

home of a Times reporter.
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