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Past,
st timony
In Pentagon
Case Conf hcts

By Michael Getler
) :
Washington Post Statt Wr(ter

. Conflicting assessments’
were revealed yesterddy ‘on ]
why courtmartial proce’é‘“diﬁés
were ruled out in the case of a
Navy _yeoman suspected “of

were made in newly released
congressional testimony of
Adm. Thomas H. Moorer
Chairman of the Joint Chlefs
of Staff, and Secretary  of
State Henry A. Kissinger,:

Kissinger, under questlon
ing,"\told the Senate Armed
Servites Committee, that “1
remerpber Ehrhchman telhng
me once that he thought no
action should be taken: be-
cause the only way one; qould
prosecute the case would,;he to
reveal highly cla551f1ed doeu
ments.”

At . another point 1n ' the
cloSed hearings on Feb. 6, a
transcript of which was ‘made
available yesterday, Klssmger
said he was later informed by
former presidential aide John
D. Ehrlichman that the deci-,
sion not to proceed with legal’
action was in fact made on the
|basis that “it wauld jeopardize
too much se‘ns‘itlve informa-
tion if they proceeded.”

In separate testimony ear-
lier/on Feb. 6 Moorer said that
former Pentagon counsel J.
Fred Buzhardt, now ‘a White
House lawyer had  told
Moorer in early 1972 that “the
decision had been made be- .

. See M JORER, Al0 Col.; 1.

. cumstantial, and So on” |
The Navy enhstedfwr 2 ——[
Yeoman 1C Charles . '%{;d-’
ford—is a central Figure ifthe }
lingering allegations of’ mili-
tary< spying “on “the- White
House offices of then natignal
security adviser Klssmger in|

|

pa:smg secret White House !
documents to the presssamd to ||
the Pentagon. The-.statements |,

ulated,that th,p»demslon might
ha e been’ made,by‘ former De-

fense Secretary Melyin R.
Laird or even “higher authorl-
|ties? But Laird has .

[man “he never made
'flat - decision, but
warned Pentagon law;
they. better make _
, ‘had gll the evidence

In the newly rele’ﬁ?”e"" “testix
{mony, however;? T\Ioore’r; for
the first time pubhcl%, adds
Ehlhqhzmans name  to; those

he uld “speculate”™ “may
haveloverruled his 1ecommen-
datmns

’E pomt is 1mportclnt since

ad
ga, -actlon recommehdatlons if
he ‘had been an 1nst1gator or

several times
pwbhcly raised the question: of

Moorer

“mphve” and - “timing
“motive” and “timing” of i
raising allegations against’ l‘um
In thé newly released testi-
mony, Moorer was also-asked
botuit thisv and said;: ~“T can |
peculate that those “that‘
prépared one of the reports
that contain this inforn ation |
are under indictment and the!
source may be from the report
that ‘was prepared by the so-
called (White House)* p]nm»
bers. .

I]hrhchman was the rall
head .of the- secret . “White
Hous it mvesﬁgatwe h droup

|

1known as the “plumbers » One !
! |of the, group’s;members, David i

R.Young, isithe author of the |
plumbers’ investigative report
on -the syping episo
allegedly implicates
beyond the only role he has!
admitted: as the unknowmg
recipient of two batches of in-
formdation to which he paid!
little attention because * they!
iwere outdated and told him
“ nothing new.

Ehrlichman .and Young are !
bothiunder indictment in Cali-

s

! |fornia for the plumbers roie in

{the break-in at the office of
Daniel Ellsberg’s ‘psychiatrist.
Moorer’s remarks imply that
the admiral believes he is be-
ing used by the plumbers to
help  shore up their defense
that legitimate national secu-

1970 and 1971. i t
Mnorer has said that “he!
twme recommended stmhnq
legal ' proceedings . to deter-.
ine Radford’s guilt or inne-
cﬂge in this matter but was
uled by “higher mvﬂ]an;

a horities,” whose identity he
sg&s was never reyef—.iled to I'

prevxously, Moorer has spec-

) e

W

. In other (areas" questioning

'by Sen. Robert Taft Jr. (R-
|Ohio) produceda coneassicn
by ~Moorer that it was
“possible” that more . than 1ust
“two batches” of papers may
have come to him in an unau-
thorized fashion.

Moorer said he was not
i“aware” of any others but con-
ceded to Taft’s point that he
was also not aware initially of
the origin of the ‘two batches
of wpapers subsequently la-
beled as having been pilfered
from Kissinger’s files.

Moorer also said he remem-
bered Buzhardt, who ran the
‘Peritagon’s o wn investigation

ups'had told him to steal the
docqments

Radford has said pubhcly in
|recent weeks that he was
asked to get them by his for-
mer bosses in the = White

Rembrandt C. Robmson (now

ander. )

_ Radford is to testify before
the committee today, and Wel-
ander is to appear on Thurs-
day.

Kissinger sald there were
a},legatlons of other documents
being taken by the yeoman for
unauthorized passage to- the
‘|Pentagon, but that the only
two" documents he was told
t{about were his description of
lla conversation with Chinese
l

‘|Premier Chou- En-lai and a
trip report written by Alexan-
»|der M. ”ﬁalg Jr. durmg a visit
to Vxe’tném

of the spying in 1972, as say-||.
1ng‘ that. Yeoman Radford told :
investigators that no ‘higher.

House liaison office, Admirals,

'deceased) and Robert O. Wel-
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