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Experts Plal;l},i{
More Tests | '
Before Relfbi't

By Bob Woodward
~and Carl Bernstem
Washmg'bon Post Staff Wmte.rs

Both the White House
and the special prosecutor’s
office have been informed
that two of the originally
subpoenaed Watergate
tape recordings are sus-
pected of being rerecorded
versions of conversations
rather than: the original. re-
cordings they have been
represented to be in court
by President Nixon’s law-
yers.

The court-appointed panel of
experts studying the record-
ings of President Nixon’s con-
versations has found technical

indications that cast doubt on
the authenticity of the two
tapes, according to informed
sources at the White House
and- close to the prosecution.
The experts plan to conduct
further tests before makmb
a final determination of issu-
ingia report to the court the
sources said. :

Desplte the prelivminary
technical indications that the
two ‘tapes may not be sorigi-
nals; sources familiar with the
experts’ inquiry say it may be
impossible for them to “deter-
mines definitively thelr au-
| ‘thenticity. i

If' the two tapes are :-ere- :

cordings, informed sources
said this week, it will be diffi-
cult ifimot 1mposs1ble for the
panel 5* of tape experts -
pomted by U.S. District Court
Judge'John J. Sirica to deter-
mine if the original tapes: have
been tampered with. :

The office of Special Water-
gate Prosecutor Leon Jawor-
ski said it would not comment
on the matter.

White House chief of staff,
Gen. ‘Alexander M.. Haig Jr.,
called’ Benjamin C. Brad]ee,

executive editor of The Wash-|-

ington Post, last night with the
following comment: .
“There is no such report,

tentative or otherwise, by the |

1974

| cates or rerecordings. ;
“We are going to take it|

| panel of experts.
“Our investigation of the
18%-minute gap shows that it

“There i§ no evidence tha_t
any of the tapes are dupli-

‘ap-|.

! (The Post story) on like no |

‘{'other story has been taken on
before.

| “I have called the lawyers
to Key Biscayne . . . we will
probablv go on national tele-
! vision. This is a humdinger. I

uam putting you on notice that |.

‘we feel this is a gross intru-
ision on cfrand jury proceed-
lings.” i
; White House counsel J.
| Fred Buzhardt said Friday he
>[15 “dead sure™ that the origi-
'nals of the subpoenaed tapes
U have been given to the court

[aa ordered. “This is one I'm

' | See WATERGATE, A14, Col. 1
WATERGATE, From Al
Ifno-t in doub’t:'» about” Buzhardt’
i said, adding that any story on|

came from a defective ma-
| chine.

{chief accuser in the Watergate
coverup, former White House
.counsel John W, DeanIT1.

learned with certainty last

{week.

Specifically, the sources
said investigators are concen-
trating on a key discussion of
the Watergate coverup that
Dean maintained took place
on March 13, 1973, but which
apparently occurs in the
March 21, 1973, tape.

The White House has in-
sisted that the conversation

_“sertion to challenge Dean’s

- preliminary findings ,.-of the|
tape experts would 'be “rre-
sponsible.”

To back up his ,onc1u310n,|

Buzhardt said that indepen-|

dent tests established that the[
tapes are originals. He de-
clined to discuss these tests. .

The White House learned of
the latest question about  the
President’s Watergate tapes
several weeks ago. According
to sources there, the news dis-
couraged some of those in the
White House who are attempt-
ing to help Mr. Nixon extricate
himself from his Watergate
troubles.

White House sources also

reported that work is now
under way to develop informa-
tion challenging the methods
of the court-appointed panel
of tape experts in the event
that’ its final report might
contend that the tapes are not
originals.

Alto&,ether nine White
House tape recordings of presi-
dential conversations touching
on Watergate were initially
subpoenaed by the office of
the special prosecutor last
year. White House lawyers
have since testified in an
inquiry conducted by Judge
Sirica here that two of the
nine tapes never existed. A

third recording was found to
contain an 18%-minute gap
that the panel of experts at-
tributed to five to nine sepa-
rate erasures.

The two tapes that the ex-
perts now suspect are not orig-

inals are among the six re.
maining recordings. According
to informed sources, they in-

volve at least one crucial early
1973 Watergate conversation

ibetween Mr. Nixon and his.

did in fact take place on
March 21 and has used that as-

credibility. The date on which
the President first learned of
the Watergate coverup —
March 21, according to Mr.
Nixon — is one of the key is-
sues on which his claim of
uninvolvement turns.

Earlier Friday, however
‘White House counsel Buzhardt
said in a lengthy interview
that he is “dead sure that ali
the tapes are originals” and
predicted that the panel of ex
perts will affirm their authen
ticity.

Buzhardt said he had re-
cently heard that the panel of
-experts had questioned the au-
thenticity of the two tapes. He
said he could not remember
who told him so.

‘However, Buzhardl ques-
tioned the expertise of the
members of the panel and said
he believes the White House

will be able to show that the
J|court-appointed expérts were

lncorrect in their ‘previous
conclusion  that erasures
caused the 18%-minute gap in
the ‘recording of a June 20,
1972 conversation

aide, H. R. Haldeman.

According to Buzhardt,-the !

only rerecordings of the sub-

poenaed Watergate tapes were

two faithful copies made on

his orders by the National Se.:

curity Agency. One of the cop-
ies is in his possession, Buz-
hardt said, but he declined to
say who had the other. Judge
Sirica “is fully aware of’ its
disposition,” he added.

Neither of the NSA-made
copies, Buzhardt said, was sub-
mitted as subpoenaed. evi-
dence to Sirica.

Another source
with the work of the panel
said that the White House and
the, special prosecutor’s office
.are aware of the preliminary
fmdmgs of the tape experts
through observers they have
monitoring the panel.

Still another source familiar
with the work of the panel
cautioned against publication
of preliminary findings. “The
panel'is obviously in the mid-
dle of their work, and the con-
clusion could completely he

the reverse of what they may

The dates of the two tapes|
under suspicion could not be| -

have now,”.the source said.

Not all members .of the
panel of six experts have ex-
amined each of the subpoe-
naed tapes, this source said, sol
it will be at least several
weeks before any scientifically
decumented conclusion couldl
be redched.

Judge Sirica has not bccnk
informed of any of the tenta-|
jtive indications, the sources
fsaid._ S : e
" Another government source
said that the White House is
poised to launch an attack on
the panel, and the experts are
aware of this, and ac cordingly
going to be very cautious in a|
written report to Judge Sirica.

Tape reels that include most
of ‘the subpoenaed conversa-
tlous between President T\lec,n‘
and John Dean were first
checked out by White House
aide Stephen Bull on April 25,.
1973, according to testimony
given in court before Sirica.-

This was less than a week
after Dean had publicly bro-
ken:-with the White House—al-
though he still worked there—

between;
Mr. leon and his former top

familiar,

andfannounced that he would
not be a “scapegoat” for oth-
ers in the Watergate scandal.

According to court testi-
mony, it was  this statement}

that prompted Bull to-ask the
Secret Service if Dean knew
of the secret taping system
that recorded all conversa-
tions in the President’s Oval
office in the White House and
in his office in the Executive
Office Building.

Bull was assured that Dean
did not know of the system. A
total of 22 reels of tape were
kept out by Bull for less than
four hours on April 25. These
tapes were checked out again
the next day and kept for six
days.

On June 4, 1973, Bull
checked out 26 veels of the
taped conversations and Mry.
Nixon spent nearly 12 hours
listening to them.

Again in July before the ex-
istence of the taping svstem}
was publicly disclosed, Halde-
man checked out some of the
tapes, including the reel con-
Laininﬁhe March 13 conversa-
tion ween the President

and Dean. ;




