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WASHINGTON — Prelimi-
nary studies by the court-
appointed panel of electron-
ics experts has found that
two of the Watergate tapes
may not be authentic and
may actually be rerecord-
"ings of conversations, the

Washington Post reported

today. }
Alexander Haig, White
House chief of staff, told the
Post last night, “there is mo
" such report, tentative or othi-
erwise, by the panel of ex-

perts. ’
The Post quoted sources
at the White House and close
to the special prosecutor’s
office as saying if the tapes
in question are rerecordings

it would be almost impossi- ,

ble to determine whether the
original tapes were tam-
pered with.

According to the Post, the
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panel of experts that said
there were at least five era-
sures of the tape with the
blank spot “has found tech-
nical indications that cast
doubt on the authenticity of
the two tapes” now in ques-
tion. :

~ The mewspaper said the
experts plan to conduct
turther tests before report-
ing -their conclusions to U.S.
District Judge John Sirica.

~ Haig called Post Execy-
tive Editor Benjamin Brad-
lee last night ang said: «
have called the lawyers to
Key Biscayne . . . we will
probably go on television,
This is a humdinger. I am
putting you on notice that
we feel this is a gross intru-
sion on grand jury proceed-

- ings.”

. The Post quoted White
House Counsel J. Fred Buz-
hardt as saying he is “dead
sure” that the original tape
Fecordings were given to the
court. ““This is one I'm not
in doubt about.” He also
called the Post story “irres-
ponsible,”



