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Aides Will Report Today to

House Panel on Talk With |
Couns_el to President
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WASHINGTON, Feb. 13 —
Members of the House Ju-
diciary Committee ‘are ex_
bected to receive their first di-
rect evidence of President
Nixon’s willingness to cooper-
ate with the panel's impeach-|
ment inquiry at a briefing to-|
morrow. !
The briefing, set for 10:30]
AM., follows a private and un-
announced meeting yesterday|.
between the committee’s staff |
counsels, John Doar and Al-|.
bert. E. Jenner, and James D.
St. Clair, counsel to President
Nixon, 5 5
The' meeting, which is ex.|’
pected to be the first of al:
series as the inquiry moves]|
toward ‘ the collection of" evi-|:
dence, was described today by|
the committee chairman, Peter|;
W.- Rodino Jr., Democrat of

New Jersey, as “cordial.”
“There "was - some  move-
ment,” Mr. Rodino said when
he confirmed that the meeting|:
had occurred, “but I don’t care
to characterize it any further.”
The committeestaff and Rep-
resentative Rodino’s office de:|:
clined to discuss yesterday’s|’
meeting with the press and|
took the position that no pub-

lic_statements on the in-
quiry’s progress would be
made until reports had been|
made — in private sessions —

with the committee members.

This position has been taken,f
staff members say, to avoid
trying the issues in the press
and to allow a ‘“methodical”
approach to the:impeachment ;
Inquiry. They refused, in fact, |
to confirm that the meeting|
had occurred, but Representa.|
tive Rodino confirmed it tolf
newsmen when questioned as]!
he rushed from the Rayburn|
House Office Building to the
Capitol for today’s House ses.”
sion. \t"
The purpose of this first)
meeting was apparently to dis—{,ﬁ
cuss ground rules for obtainingf
White House information for
the inquiry but it app»arentlyl

- did not go Into detalls on the
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. the White House, and most||

-~cal precedent on the question,

kinds of information the com-|
mittee might seek. :

Clarification Seen

There were indications, how-|:
ever, that Mr. St. Clair had|
given the .committee staff at-
torneys a clearer picture of};
what President Nixon meant|;
when he said, in his State of|;
the Union atddress on Jan. 30,/
that he would cooperate with
the inquiry only so far as his
sense of preserving the power
of the Presidency would allow.|

“A more interesting question
about the meeting might be
what St. Clair told the staff
attorneys,” one source said to-
day in indicating that the
President’s position might have
been clarified in the meeting.| -

The only other public state-
ment made by the President of|
his attitude toward the inquiry|.
came several weeks ago when
he told Republican members of
Congress that he intended to
“fight like hell” against it. }

Committee members, hopeful
of concluding the inquiry by
the end of April, have said if
that statement meant needed
information would have to be
subpoened and fought for in
court the inquiry would bhe de-
layed as much as a year.

Last week the House over-
whemingly endorsed a resolu-
tion granting the Judiciary
Committee full subpoena pow-
ers to conduct the impeachment
inquiry. Those powers are con-
ceived by committee members
to be broad enough to demand
any information necessary from
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members agree that no Presi-
dential claim of executive priv-|
ilege could deny access to that 3
information. i

However, it is doubtful
whether the meeting yesterday
dealt with specific evidence|:
since the committee has yet to
decide formally what an im-
peachable offense is. Until that
determination is made the staff
would have trouble determining
what information it needs to
conduct an inquiry into charges
of those offenses,

A full committee meeting is|:
scheduled for next Wednesday. |
At that time the staff is to re-
port on its research into histori-

and the committee is expected
then to reach a conclusion on
what charges against the Presi-
dent might include impeachable
offenses. After that determina-|:
tion the staff will begin to seek
pertinent information from the
White House and other sources.
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