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" Nixon Praises Lincoln’s Poise

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Wakshington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon went to
the Lincoln Memorial yes-
terday to praise the Ciyil
War President as a man
who, although violently crit-
icized, never showed his
hurt.

“Speaking on the 165th an-
niversary of Lincoln's birth,
the President said, w1thout
any reference to hlS own dif-
ficulties, that Lincoln’s abil-
ity to remain strong despite
violent attacks inspires all
Americans today.

No President in history
has been more vilified dur-

ing his time in the presi-

dency than Lincoln,” Mr.
Nixon said at a noon-time
ceremony in the memorial. -

‘Those who knew the 16th

- President well have written

that “he was very deeply
hurt by what was said about

him and drawn about him,
but on the other hand Lin-
coln had that great strength
of charactér never to dis-
play it, always to stand tall
and strong“and firm no mat-
ter how harsh or unfair the
criticism might be,” Mr.
Nixon said.

Lincoln is “more revered”
than any other President for
many reasons, Mr. Nixon
said, but especially for his
“character . .. the humility,
the humor, the feeling and
kindness for people, but per-
haps more than anything
else, the 'poise under pres-
sure.”

The President spoke with-

wrote the speech ou‘g. in
longhand before driving to
the memorial, where several
hundred persons were wait-
ingin the cold to hear him.
Although he made no ref
erence to Watergate and the

‘attacks that have been made

on him, both he and mem-
bers of his family have spo-
ken of how unfair they-be-
lieve many of the crltlclsms
have been. ;

Later in the day, the Pres- i
ident and Mrs. Nixon drove
to the home of Alice Roose-
velt Longworth, daughter of
President Theodore Rogse-
velt, to pay their respects to
her on her 90th hirthday.

They were accompanied by
Julie and David Eisenhower
and carried gifts for” Mrs. -
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‘ Lomgworth.‘ They presented
her with a Victorian music
box that plays Strauss waltzes,

and also gave her a carton of
caviar.
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“Abtaham..Lincoln, who

a.yed the. Umon would say
ito . us- today, .- 1et ‘this great
Union—North, South,

East
and West—now save the

cause of peace and freedom

“It was a great party,” the be .whole world,” the

President said as he left the
residence. 3
‘At the Lincoln Memonal
the President said that L1n-
coln’s advice to Americans
today would be that the
United States should “not
turn away from greatness
despite the fact that some
other nations in the world
;| turn inward, failing to as-
sume their responsibilities
for building a° peaceful

world.”

The reference seemed di-
rected primarily at France,
. which at the energy confer-
. ence here in the past two
" days again has assumed an
independent posture to the
acute embarrassment of
other Western nations. .

~Lincoln would have said
that a great nation will use -
its strength and wealth to
build a world in which
‘“peace and freedom can sur-
vive for themselves and for
others as well,” Mr. Nixon
said.

“I conclude simply by par-
aphrasing what Lincoln said
S0 many years ago so much
more eloquently, we could
meanly. lose what is man-
kind’s last best hope for
peace and freedom, but we !
could also nobly save if.
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President Nixon greets we wxshers fter plécing a wreath at the Lincoln Memori@
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He also delivered remarks. 2




