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ANNAPOLIS, Feb. 11—At-
torneys for Spiro T. Agnew ar-
gued today that “tax violations
have not justified disbarment”
of the former Vice President |©
and'that to prohibit him from
the practice of law would be
inappropriate punishment im-
posed because of “public out-

sanction.”

Challengmg a recommenda-
tion for disbarment made, By a
three-judge panel last month
Agnew’s lawyers filed an ex-
ception to the opinion here to-
day with the Maryland Court
of Appeals, which will make a
final decision on what discipli-
i|nary action to take:

Disciplinary proceedings
against Agnew were brought
by the Maryland ‘State Bar As-
sociation, whose board of gov-
ernors and grievance commit-
tee voted without dissent in
November to-urge that Agnew
be disbarred, rather than
merely be suSpended or repri-
manded.

When the special panel was
considering its recommenda-
.|tion, to the court, Agnew ap-
peared before the Judges and
pleaded with them “not to
strip me of my means of liveli-
hood . . . The practice of law
means quite a bit to me.”

A decision to disbar Agnew
would prohibit him from prac-
‘ticing Iaw in Maryland or any

cry or demards for excesswe

cause bar associations in other
states customarily abide by an-

other state’s disbarment of a|

lawyer. The former Vice Pregi-
dent resigned his office Oct. 10
and moments later
‘no contest” to a federal in-
come tak evasion charge.

that some disciplinary action
—either a reprimand, suspen-
sion or disbarment—must be
taken against a lawyer :who
pleads “no contest” to a fel-
ony.

The charge against - Agnew
came as the result of a federal
investigation into allegations
that. he received kickbacks
from contractors while he

|served as county executive of

Baltimore County, governor of
Maryland and later as Vlce
President.

In arguing for suspension
rather than disbarment, Ag-
new’s attorneys, E." Dale Ad-
kins Jr. and L.eon H. A. Pier-
son, said that in the majority
of cases involving income tax
offenses “courts are reluctant
to impose the ultimate sanc-
tion unless required to-do so
by the introduction of proof of

pleaded |
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isbarment Is F ought

‘|other state in the natmn be-

other offenses which them-
selves give rise to serious eth1-
cal violations.

At the time of Agnew’s plea,

the Justice Department had.

compiled a 40-page exposition

of bribery and extortion alle-
gations  against him ‘Which

were dropped from 1nd1ctment‘
Maryland court = rules say

consideration when Agnew re-
signed from: #he vice presi-
dency and pleaded no contest
to the lesser charge.

Agnew’s lawyers complalned
today that - “surrounding en-

|erustation of rumor, innuendo

and perhaps the most intense
media attention in history,”
has. hampered the determina-
tion of a fair punishment for
their client by the Court of
Appeals.

- “The sole charge leveled
was . for flhng a false and
fraudulent income tax re-
turn,” according to the brief
flled with the court. “No other
misconduct: has been alleged
and no ether proof of miscon-
duct has been adduced.”

James H. Norris Jr., clerk
for the Court, of Appeals said

late today that the court has’

not yet scheduled a hearing on

the 'exceptions filed by Ag-

new’s attorneys. A final dec1
sion on all the arguments is
not expected before Maren,

Since his December apbeax-
ance in Annapolis before the
three-judge panel, Agnew. has
busied himself by organizing
his vice presidential : papers
and deciding on his ‘options
for the future. His house has
been put up for sale and thére
is speculation that he ‘might
move to California ‘where he
would like to resume hIS law
practice.

The “former Vice Pre51den*
is still’ beit g given .a govern~
ment car fo \hls use and<Se-
cret Service pmtectlon a fed-
erally financed ¢ urtesy that
was recently criticl ed by the
Government Accou O f-

'fice, which said Adnew is not

legally entitled to the service.
Agnew is also trying ‘his
hand at fiction. The first 12
pages and an outline of a sus-
pense novel written by the for-
mer vice president recently
made the rounds of Dbublishing
houses 'in New :York. It ‘was
turned down by ore firm' ‘but
has since become a-“hot pmp
erty,” expected to: bring ‘Ag- ’
new an advance' of $250 000




