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By ‘the -almost unanimous
vote of 410 to 4, the House
told its Judiciary Committee
yesterday to proceed with the

impeachment irquiry of.Presi- -

dent Nixon and armed it with
unlimited subpoena power to
obtain information to make a
judgement.

Earlier, the House refused
by a vote of 342 to 70, to con-
sider. a Republican amend-
ment fixing an April 30 dead-
line for the committee to re-
port to the House.

Minority Leader John J.

Rhodes (R-Ariz.) joined Demo-

crats in opposing a cut-off
date on the grounds that the
Democratie-dominated com-
mittee has conducted itself in
a “highly professional” man-
ner and‘should be allowkd to
proceed  unhampered unless
and until it shows signs of par-.
tisan footdragging.

The vote on the resolution
delegating to the committee
the House’s “sole” poweryover
impeachment under the’ Con-
stitution was no kind of. test
vote on the issue of whether
the President should be im-
peached. for Watergate or
other matters.

It was rather a recognition
that the inquiry must be made
and that the committee should
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equipped with the' sub-
poena power to perform  its
task. The committee as;k”ed for
an explicit directive “that .it
proceed, so as to meet any
question of Iegmmacy Wthat
might be raised.

Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Peter W, Rodino (D—NJ )
said the overwhelming vote
meant that “the constitutional
power is such that it can't'be
denied.”

The resolution empowers'

the, ¢ ittee to compel the
testimoﬁy of any person and
the. production: of :documents

necessary.
Rodino’s repeated answ
‘the question of whether!
plans to call Mr. Nixon to tes-
tify in person was: thathe
would do so “only if it be-
comes necessary to complete
the inquiry and assure @ fair
judgmen ” He said he He ped
it would not be necessary. -
However, Rep. Jerome Wal-
die (D-Cal.) who has sponsored
an - impeachment resolution,

- available’ and decide what

form-any source including the i1 this to mean, though claiming
’

President, that it consnlersf

' |“relevant” atic
not a “fishing expedition.”

said it.is! “essential” that the
Pms1dent appear.’d es‘afy
_under oath because 1s the
best source of information.as’
to his guilt or innocence, *
Sevegal Republican
gressmen who attended a

|

White House breakfast with‘

Mr. Nixon yesterday said Rep.
Louis Wyman [R-N.H) had
told.the President he should
testify volunatrily. They said
the;Premdent had replied only
that he was considering ‘fall
viable alternatives,” -

Rodino. indicated that "no

- subpoenas will he Jssued for

several days at least."He said
he will meet with th_e special
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impeachment staff today to go
over . information already

gaps need to be filled. Then
he will write letters request:
ing that this information be
turned over to the committee
voluntarﬂy

The most likely sources of
information are the White
House and the files of Water-
gate Special Prosecutor Leon
Jaworski.

Mr. Nixon has promised to
cooperate to the
“consistent with my responsi-
bility .to the office” of the
Presidency.

Republicans from Vice Pres-
ident-Ford down have taken

to have no personal knowl-
edge, %at the President would
comply “with: ‘requests - for
information, but

Jaworski, on the other hand,
has tak 1 the position that he

extent|.
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is prevented from voluntarily
turning over his information
by legal requirements of se-
crecy for information being
presented to a grand jury. Ja-
worski’s staff has been submit-
ting evidence to a special
Watergate grand jury for
months and expects criminal
indictments soon. It appears
that if the committee decides
it needs Jaworski’s files, it
will have to go after them
with a subpoena.
Rep. Robert McClory (R-I11.)
demanded the April 30 cut-off
date, arguing that the coun-
try wants a speedy decision
and that without a deadline
the investigation could drag
on forever.

Rodino has said he believes
that it can be wound up by
‘April 30, and, Minority Leader

Rhodes yesterday stood- with’

Rodino on = the open-date,
saying: “The gentleman’s
word is good wit1 me.” -
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¢ Rep. - Barbara Jordap (D-
Tex) said the comxmftees

work should not be made to
suffer by demands for_speed
“What we do must sta.u' i as a
brecedent for 100 years or
more,” she said.

ThlS is the first preSIdentlal
impeachment inquiry _since
1868, when the House - im-
peached (indicted) Andrew
Johnson by majority vote and
the Seaate failed by a single
vote to obtain the two: thirds

.needed to. convict and remove
- him from office. i

The resolution empowers
Rodino and Rep. Edward
Hutchinson (R-Mich.), senior
Republican on the committee, |
to issue subpoenas together or
separately, with the full com-
mittee to resolve any dlsagree
ment between them. Hutchin-
son said he would demand a
full committee vote on a sub-
poena directed at the - Pre51-
dent.

In presenting the res,;ﬂution
to the House, Rodint" said:
“Whatever the result .z. . let
us now proceed with such care
and decency and thoroughnéss
and honor that the vast major-
ity of the American people,
and their children after 'them,
will say: That was the right
course. There was no. other
way.”

The four votes against the
resolutions were cast by Re-
publican Reps. Ben B. Black-
burn (Ga.), Earl F. Landgrebe
(Ind.), Carlos J. Moorhead
(Calif.) and David C. Treen
(La.). Moorhead said the reso-
lution was too broad a grant
of power. Every Mary,land and
Vitginia member voted for the
resolution except Rep. Joel T.
Broyhill (R-Va.), whe was ab-
sent.




