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' White House
Won’t Detail

Tape Access

Assoclated Press

The White House refused
yvesterday to list the individu-
als who had access to tape re-
cordings or transcripts of pres-
ident Nixon's Watergate con-
versations. ;

Deputy press secretary Ger-
ald L. Warren was questioned
about access to the tapes and
transcripts following disclo-
sure that speechwriter Patrick
Buchanan and Republican con-
gressional leaders had seen or
heard them.

Warren refused to identify
those who had done so, saying
he was “not in a position to do
that . . . . There are legal im-
plications.”

He repeated previous asser-
tions that the Watergate spe-
cial prosecutor has the tape
recordings, describing that as
the “proper forum.” He did ac-
knowledge under questioning
that copies of the tapes have
also been retained in the
White House.

Warren was also asked
whether the FBI hatl sought to
question the President about
the 18-minute erasure on one
tape. “I don’t believe that has-
happened,” he said.
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