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Los Angeles

Former presidential advis-

er John D. Ehrlichman has

{ailed in an attempt to have
President Nixon make a vol-
untary appearance to help
him out at an important
court hearing scheduled
here February 25, the Los
Angeles Times learned yes-
ferday.

Having been turned down,
Ehrlichman now will send
his attorneys before Los An-
geles -county Superior Court
Judge .Gordon Ringer today
to ask that a subpoena be is-
sued for the President.

Douglas Dalton,. ofie of
Lhrlichman’s lawyers, con-

firmed ’(hat he made the re-

lichman

quest for Mr. Nixon's ap-
pearance to James St. Clair,
who recently took over as
head of the legal team ad-
vising the President on Wa-
tergate-related matters.

Ehrlichran and co-
defendants David Young and
G. Gordon Liddy are seeking
Mr. Nixon’s testimony to
support their assertion they
were acting as federal law
enforcement officers in
whatever role they played in
the break-in at the office of
Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist.

This assertion is erucial to
their claim that they were
victims of “diseriminatory
prosecution” when (e Los

Angeles county grand jury

JAN 2 9 1974

mdlcted th_em last Septem~
ber 4 for conspiracy and
burglary.

Ehrlichman also is
charged with perjury.

In essence, they mainiain
the charges  should be dis-
missed because they were
acting as law enforcement
officers and it is not the nor-
mal policy of the Los An-
geles county distriet attor-
ney’s office to prosecute po-
licemen: who illegally obtain
evidence. )

Joseph Rall, another of
Khrlichman’s attorneys, put
it very directly at an earlier
hearing when he said, “We
should find out if a police-
man has ever been put on

trial here for kicking down
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somebody’s door.”

It is the defense’s conten-
tion that the 1971 Labor Day
weekend  break-in was
planned by the White House
“plumbers unit” as partof a
national security investiga-
tion launched shortly after
the Pentagon papers were
published in the New York
Times.

Judge Ringer will hear ar-
guments on the discrimina-
tory prosecution question at .
the February 25 hearing.

If they fail today in their
effort to obtain a subpoena
for Mr. Nixon, the defense
attorneys then will seek an
order from Judge Ringer di-

‘recting the President to an-

swer interrogatories,
"This proceaure’ would call

for submitting written giies-

tions to ~Mr. leon who

~would be expected to file

written. replies.

Dalton sald that St ‘Clair
“was ‘more encouragmg”
about obtaining the ‘Presi-
dent’s ieooperation on inter-

rogatorles * :
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