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Democratic National Chair-| In an interview, the party
man Robert S. Strauss said/chairman said he would rec-
tommend  expansion  of  the
scompliance commitiee from 17
1o 25 o 25 members and dilu-
tion of some its enforcement

Bv David S. Broder

vesterday he has decided 1o
ask for substantial changes in
the party’s new delegate-selec-
tion reforms and the expan-
sion of the committee that is POWELS: _
supposed to enforce them. ‘ He also said .t;he'r:'e was a
Strauss said he had deter-| Serious dmslqn of evinion
mined to take on the fight at|on the proportional represen-
the meeting of the Democratic | tation requirements in the
National Committee and its!new delegate selection process
executive committee Thursday iand said he had gotten “un-
and Friday “even if I takeshirted hell” from staté party
some scavs.” ichaimen on some other sec-
The main business of theitions of the wproposed rules
two-day meeting is to act on.as well.
the  recommended rulesi  yhat it adds up to is the
changes agreed to last Décem- progpect of another pair of
ber by a committee headed by isinrmy sessions—in the execu-
Baltimore City Councilwoman tive committee on Thursday
Barbara Mikulski. iand the full national commit-
The dispute is a carrvoveritee on Friday_ But .Sh'auss
from the bitter “quotas” hattlelsaid, 1 believe we can show
at the 1972 Democratic con-ipeeple we can vote on oppo-
vention., The WMikulski com-isite sides and disagree and
mission. appointed in 1973.:stil] walk out with a common
scrapped “quota” require- thrust.” o
ments for blacks. vouths and. How serious _the fighting
women, and substituted an will be may be influenced by
“affirmative action plan” wnre- the outcome of a meeting
cedure for state parties toiBtrauss has .schedulefi ior.
seek out participation by those; Wednesday with Ms. MlkllISkl
and other groups. iand the twe vice chairmen of
Tt also recommended cre-ther commisssion, Gary, Ind,
ation of a 17-member compli-!Mavor Richard G. Hatcher
ance commiitee to ensuve thatiand Chicago attorney Alex
the affirmative actions plans|Seith. ) )
are actually carried out. He hopes to convince Ms,
Reform eolements of  the Mikulski and the ot.hers that
party have been pressing for “tampermg.y\ri’th iheir product
adoption of the Mikulski rce-|is not an effort to dest'r.'oy the
ommendations intact. ireforms,  but to improve
But Strauss said he had con- jthem." )
cluded after a canvass of parly, Strauss made the same pitch
leaders, including rvepresenta-|lasi Friday to representatives

to Press Chan

‘ tives of the leading 1976 presi-
dential hopefuls, that “the

idea that to touch this docu-

of such potential 1976 contend-
ers as Ohio Gov. John J. Gilli-
gan and Sens. Henry M. Jack-
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. expects “scars”

son, Edward M. Kennedy. Ed.
mund S. Muskie, Walter F.
Mondale, George McGovern
and Lloyd Bentsen.

Party sources who disclosed
the Friday meeting said that
representatives of the five sen-
ators and Gilligan had not en-
dorsed Strauss’s proposals but
had indicated. general sympa-
thy with the idea of revising
the  Mikulski commission
draft.

At an earlier meeting with a
representive of Alabama’s Gov.
George "C. Wallace, Strauss
was given Wallace’s recom-

mendations for changes in the’

proposed rules.

One major focus of criticism
from state party officials is
the proposed 17-person compli-
ance committee.

Under the proposed rules,
Ms. Mikulski and Strauss
would each make five appoint-

ments to the compliance com. |

ges In

mittee, with the other seven,
slots filled by Ms. Mikulski, !
Hatcher, Seith and one repre- |
sentative each of Democratic‘
governors, senators, represent. |
alives and staet party chair-|
men:,

Strauss said he would urge:
that the committee be ex-:
panded to 23 or 25 members in;
order to “give security to vari-lf
ous constituencies in  the;
party that their interests will;
be protected. |

Blacks, chicanos, elements
of organized labor and state
officials have complained pub-
licly aboui M4, Mikuiski’s ap-
pointees, and William France,
a Wallace leader from Flotida,

said yesterday that Walla-
ceites would  oppose  any;

scheme that would “let ninei
appointed people act as king-
makers.” (The ‘“nine people”
refers to a majority of the 17-
member committee.)

Strauss said in the interview!
that he knew some reform ele-|
ments would view any pro-
posal to expand the committee |
as and effort by him “to take;
it over,” but he denied that|
was his motivation. !

“Tf I just watned control.”;
he said, “I could get it now. ‘Ii
could have a hell of a lot more:
control with a 17-member com-;
mittee than with 23 or 25.” i

The party chairman said
that, rather than simply pro-i
pose an increase in the com-|
mittee’s size, he would give
the executive committee
names of specific pecple he
thought should he asked to
serve on the expanded compli-|
cance body. He declined to
make public his choices, say-
ing he was still seeking agree-

ment on the slate.

Reforms

In addition to expanding the;
size of the compliance commit»g
tee, Strauss said he would pro-|

pose several important

changes in the descripiion of!

its powers, in response to coni-;
plaints from state officials and.
some of the 1876 presidential;
hopefuls. _ |

One basic change would re-
striet the mandate of the com-
mittee, by changing language!
that now says it should|
“administer and .euforce af-
firmative a ¢ t i o n. require-
ments” to read that it should
simply “administer” those re-

quirements. i
Another set of changes:
would shift the burden of

proof of alleged shovicomings
in the affirmative action plans:
from the state party or‘ganiza-i
tions to the challenging group. |

A third major revision:
would eliminate the authority
of the party executive commit-
tee to “form a delegation™;
from a state whose own con-|
vention delegation is judged:
to violate the party rules. ;

Strauss said these changes|
were designed to meet com-!
plaints from state party chair-!
men that they woud be “in|

perpetual jeopardy” of chal-!

lenges for a full two vears be-i

fore the national cenventi on.g
and to meet the fears of some |
presidential candidates that!
the compliance committee, ifi
controlled by a rival con-
tender, could deprive them of
delegates they have won in
state conventions or prima-
ries.

Presidential polities has also
entered the dispute over pro-
portional representation. The
Mikulski commission recom-
mended that states using cau-
cus-convention systems of ge-
lecting national convention
delegates be required to apply
proportional ' representation
down to the precinet level for
any candidate who is sup-
ported by at least 10 per cent
of those in attendance.

. Wallace backers favor pro-
‘portional representation, with
jaeven lower 5 per cent entoff.
{but supporters  of several
other candidates want to re-
) strict it to congressional dis-
trict conventions and raise the
cutoff point to 25 or even 35
per cent.

| Strauss said in the interview
that he thought a possible
compromise might be reached
jon a 15 per cent cutoff and an
!application of the rule to the
:next level below that at which
national convention delegates
are chosen in each state.
Since most of the non-pri-
mary states use a three-tier
system, that would mean that
proportional representation
would not be used at the low-
est level of delegate selection.
National committee aides
said that even if Strauss’s pro-
posed revisions are made.
enormous changes would be!
required in the rules and leg-|
islation gaverning most srate!
Democratic parties. Six of the!
proposed delegate-selection |
rules would require alteration|
of the rules or laws of more|
than two-thirdg of the states,
ind two rules would i‘éaﬁ:ﬁ%]
hanges in every state.



