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Bipartisan senior mem-
‘bers of the House Judiciary
Committee agreed yester-
day to ask the full House of
Representatives to formally
ratify the committee’s inves-

tigation of President Nixon’s.

conduct in office.

. The committee chairman, White House could seek to

Representative Peter W. Ro-
dino Jr., (Dem-N.J.) said
that the committee would
seek adoption of a resolution
giving the panel broad sub-
poena power and confirming
“the full prestige of the
House of Representatives in
anything: we do.” F

Until now, the commit-
tee’s only mandate to con-
duct the impeachment in-
quiry was a request hy
House leaders that the panel
study more than a dozen
impeachment resolut ions
submitted late last year.

Rodino said that a vote on
the resolution — which he
hopes will take place Feb--
ruary-—-g..— .will- “explicitly.
confirm the Judiciary Coms+
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mittee’s responsibility and
- {jurisdiction.”

The vote is not expected to

. represent a test of House
. sentiment on impeachment,

inasmuch as Republicans
and Democrats alike have
supported the inquiry as a
means of either exonerating
Mr. Nixon or fulfilling the
House responsibility. to ini-
tiate his impeachment.

But a committee official
said that if the President
should choose to seek an
early test on the issue, the

win enough votes — a ma-
jority — to defeat the Judi-
ciary Committee resolution
and thus cripple the inquiry
before it might reach a cru-
cial stage. .

The President told at least
three delegations from Con-
gress in the last few days
that he would oppose the im-
peachment effort. Mike
Mansfield, the Senate Demo-
cratic leader, told newsmen
that Mr. Nixon had raised
the subject at a private
breakfast meeting yesterday
morning and had said “he

.would not resign and hé

would, fight impeachment if-
it came to that.”

Rodino said that the grant
of full House authority — in-
cluding subpoena powers —
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would give the committee a
more secure legal footing in
pursuing evidence from the
White House, the Watergate
special prosecutor or other .
sources.

Rodino said Leon Jawor-
ski, the special prosecutor,
has reiterated his belief that
he is obliged to keep ‘grand
jury evidence secret but Ja-
worski “‘suggested there are

. avenues open” to the com-

mittee to gain access to the
material.

Rodino, who warned Tues-
day that the inquiry would
be delayed as much.as a
year if the committee, did
not got access to the evi-
dence, said that the panel
‘would ‘“‘explore’” the possi-
bility of a direct request to
chief Judge John J. Sirica of
the U.S. District Court here.

The alternative approach-
es would be to subpoena the
evidence directly or to seek
enactment of a law requir-
ing the special prosecutor to
make it available. All three
possibilities were discussed
at the meeting of the eight
senior Democrats and seven
ranking Republicans who
;make up an advisory sub-

but no
reached.

decisions were _
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