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. Mills Would
Nixon to Resign

.Washington

Representative Wilbur D
Mills. (Dem-Ark.), perhaps
the most influential member
of the House, said yesterday
President leon should re-
sign rather than subject the
nation to a bitter impeach-
ment struggle on the House
floor. ‘

Mills first told newsmen
the President should
‘and when the
House Judiciary Committee

recommends that he be im-
peached for Watergate or
other matters. Mills said he

‘didn’t" know whether the.

committee would recom-
mend impeachment but ad-
ded that ‘“‘everything I
hear” points that way.

Later he seemed to harden
his remarks by saying that

“if Mr. Nixon “were looking

to me for advice, I would
say resign in the near fu-
fure.” Mills said that “under
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existing circumstances, we

would be better off with Jer- *
ry (Vice President) Ford as
President.”

a dlrect plea to the Presi- -

dent to step down for 'the |

good of the country:

“If, it takes legislation
granting him
from criminal prosecution

" after leavmg office for him

sign, I would be willing
ponsor it.”

Mllls, chairman of the
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, is considered the
House S most skillful legisla-
Yor. What he says is impor-
tant because he sits at the
center . of the House esta-
blishment and, as a moder-
ate southerner is very in-
fluential with the center
group whose votes would be
needed for impeachment in
the House

“Mills sald he doubts there
is sufficient proof now on the
public record that Mr.-Nixon
has committed the “high
crlmes and misdemeanors”
the " Constitution makes
grounds for impeachment.

But he said the President
should step down before the
issus reaches the level of g
fight in the full House, be-
cause this struggle, whatev-
er the outcome, would
“bring - about- the worst
schism in the country since
the Civil War i

it

Mills also made this state-
ment, which appeared to be ¥

immunity _

Asked about revelatidis'of
gaps in White House tapes of
Watergate  conversationis,

‘Mills said: “That eliminates
‘the .candor operation. It
produces more doubt by the
‘public as to his credibility.
If he is not credible, it’s

hard for him to lead .the
country in difficult times.”

. Mills also said the investi-
gation by the Joint Commit-
tee on Internal Revenue
Taxation, which he heads,

on whether Mr. Nixon pro-

perly took large tax deduc-
tions for donatiog his vice
presidential papers to the
government should be ébm-
pleted in 30 to 40 days.

Other comments o
‘peachpients g

@ House minority Ieader
John Ji Rhodes. (Rep-Ariz.)
said after a meeting ‘with
Mr. Nixon at the White
House that the President did
not appear ‘particularly
frightened”” by the possibili-
ty of impeachment.

““’h © Represenfaive Jack
‘Brooks (Dem-Tex.), a senjor
Jmember of the House Judi-

3 CIary Committee, said the

flow of revelations of gaps in
White House tapes. seems to -

be a “pattern of obstruction
of ‘justice.” Brooks indicated
that he agreed with James
Madison, principal author of
the impeachment provisions
in the Constitution, that a
president can be held res-
ponsible and impeached for
acts by -his subordmates
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Representative Wilbur Mills duscussed impeachment — and what he might do’
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