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Nixon Aides /

Had Aand in
Ford Speech

Washington :

The White House ackriowl- .
edeed yesterday that Presi. -
dent Nixon's speechwriters:
helped Vice President Ger-
ald Ford prepare a speech
delivered Tuesday accusing
Watergate crities o plotting
Mr. Nixon’s downfalliiye~ yan

“Our White House speech-
writers did assist the vice
president’s staff in formulat-
ing ideas he wanted to put
across in his speech,” depu-
ly press secretary Gerald
Warren said,

Warren had told newsmen
Tuesday that the speech; de-
livered before the Amierican
Farm Bureau Federation in
Allantic City, N.J., was en-
tirely Ford’s work. But after
checking furthelj, he volun-
teered the information that
Ford had receiveq White
House help. :

Ford’s remarks were in-
lerpreted widely as signal-
ing a new White House coun-
ter-offensive on Watergate. -

The vice: president
charged that a “‘coalition of
groups like the AFL-CIO,
the Americans for Demo.
cratic Action and other pow-
erful pressure organiza-
tions” were waging a mas-
sive propaganda campaign
against Mr. Nixon aimed at
supplanting the policies en- )
dorsed overwhelmingly by
the voters in 1972.

Referring“to the help pro-
vided by Mr. Nixon’s speechs
writers, Warren said, “We
only do it at the request of

the vice president.” ‘
He' said ‘the White House
has never attempted to die-
tate  Ford’s public utter-
ances and his speeches - do
not have to be cleared by
the White House. :
Drafts of speeches have
been submitted to Ford’s
staff and then given to the
vice president for his own
editing, Warren said. -
“After the vice bresident
finishes his work on them he
goes ahead and makes
them,” he added. “In every l

case, he always shaped the
draft in his own words.”
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