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Judges Urge
Disbarment

Of Agnew

Annapol'is, Md.

A special three-judge pan-
el recommended unani-
mously yesterday {hat for-
mer Vice President Spiro
Agnew be disharred for “de-
ceitful and dishonest” con- -
duct in deliberately violating
federal income tax laws.

‘A final decision on Ag-
new’s disharment -~ which
means expulsion from the
legal profession — will be
made by the Maryland
Court of Appeals, the state’s
highest court. The court had
named the special panel af-
ter the Maryland Bar Asso-
ciation asked that discipli-
nary action be taken against
Agnew.

The state bar contended
that Agnew’s no contest plea
to an income tax evasion
charge October 10 — the
same day lre resigned the
vice presidency — was evi-
dence of professional mis-
conduet.

“He understood a plea 'of
nelo contendere to he the
full equivalent to a plea of
guilty to the criminal charge
against him,” the three-
judge panel said. “This is
not a case in which a busy
lawyer has carelessly or in-
advertently failed to obey
the law.

““The uncontroverted evi-
dence is that the respondent
(Agnew) deliberately failed
to report on his 1967 federal

income return nearly $30,000 -

of taxable income which he
knew the law required him
to report and pay taxes on.

“His conduct, character-
ized as it must be as deceit-
ful and dishonest, strikes at
the heart of the hasic object
of the legal profession and
constitutes conduct prejudi-
cial to the administration or
justice. We shall therefore
recommend his disharment.

“We see no extenuating
circumstances, allowing a

- lesser sanction. The respon-

dent is unfit to continue as a
member vf the bar of this
state.”

~The judges emphasized
that they gaveno considera-

- tion to allegations made in

court by federal prosecutors
that Agnew had accepted
kickbacks from contractors
doing business with Mary-
land while he was governor.

" His lawyers had argued

-that the tax plea alone was

not enough to justify disbar-
ment and that other charges
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could not be considered.
Agnew has maintained his

membership in the state bar

although he has not prac-

ticed law for more than a

decade while serving as Bal-
timore County executive.

governor of Maryland and:

vice president.

He is a member of no oth-
er state bar association and
thus cannot practice law in
any state but Maryland.

Disharment is not perma-
nent, but an attorney could
be ‘reinstated only by the
Court of Appeals and only if
he could convince the court
that he had been rehabilitat-
ed.

Such reinstatements were
described by a Court of Ap-
peals spokesman as very
rare.

Disbarment does not pro-
hibit Agnew from working
for a law firm in a capacity
such as a researcher or le-
gal aide.

Agnew had pleaded with
the panel at a hearing De-
cember 18 not to take away
his livelihood and urged a
lengthy suspension rather
than disbarment.

James H. Norris, clerk of
‘the Court of Appeals, said

the seven appellate judges
will probably issue a deci-
sion in early April. He said
the court concurs with disci-
plinary panels “in the ma-
jority of cases, but many
times they don’t.”

Norris said Agnew’s attor-
neys have 30 days to file ex-
ceptions to the recommenda-
tion.

Agnew's attorney, Leon
Pierson, said he will file the
exceptions within 20 days
and that he had advised Ag-
new of the panel’s action.

An Agnew secretary said
the former Vice President
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“will not be making a com-
ment now.”’ : ‘
Agnew, who served as

Baltimore counly executive
and Maryland governor he-
fere his election as vice
president, was alleged to
have stated his 1967 income
was $26.099 whileidt was ac-
tually $55,389
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