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A government official
looking into the illegal
passing of National Secu-
rity  Council documents to
the Pentagon tried, in ef-
tect, to blackmail his way
inte a better job by threat-
ening to make the seconds
public, it was reported Sat-

urday. /2 SN

The White Hdusé informed
the Watergate commitiee of

this action last summer, sev-
eral sources said.

These sources said that
the threat had come in the
midst of the White Housein-
vestigation into what was
believed to be a military spy
ring. President Nixon reject-
ed the unidentified official’s
demand but did not order
him aischarged, the sources
said

“he official's identity
could not be learned, butone
informed source said he had
demanded a key job in the
military beaucracy.

Another source said thaf
the official may have heen
involved himself in the pass-
ing of unauthorized materi-
als to the Pentagon, but this
could not be confirmed. All
agreed, however, that a se-
rious “‘blackmail” attempt
had been made.

The sources cited an inqui-
ry nitiated in late 1971 hy
David R. Young Jr., a mem-
ber of the White House
“Phimbers” group estab-
lished to stop leaks of infor-
mation.

The inquiry, which was
began shortly alter publica-
tion of the Indian-Pakistan
papers Dby columnist Jack
Anderson, determined that
what amounted 1o a “ring”
of American military spying
was going on inside the Na-
tional Security Council, the
sources said.

The spymg operation, the

sources said,: involved . the
passing of secret material
from the National Security
Council to the Pentagon. It

- was centered in the office of

Rear Admiral Robert 0. We-
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lander, who was then the
military liaison officer at-
tached to the council, they
added.

The New York Times re-
ported Saturday that ag
many as six officials inside
the White House and Penta-
gon may have been involved
in the military spy network.
The sources refused to say
whether the official who
made the blackmail demand
was working for the White
House or for the Pentagon at
the time.

It was one of those other
involved officials, the
sources said the Watergate
committee was told, who
“actually demanded a very
high post in government in
return  for silence” after
being confronted by the
White House - inyeitigators.
“There was an element of
blackmail,” one source gaid,

“He didn’t get it”" a source
said of the government offi-
cial’s demand for a topjoh.
“But even afier the threat,
he was kept on in the gov-
ernment.”

Two informed sources ex-
pressed dismay at the White
House’s apparent bowing ‘o
the alleged  blackmail
threat. “Why didn’t they
just arrest him and get it
over with?” One fully in-
formed source asked.

It was this specific infor-
mation, they said, that was
regarded by President Nix-
on as too damaging to re-
lease publicly when the
plumbers’ activities hecame
known. *“The President al-
ways felt that this was dy-
namite,” a source said. .

A White House official, in
confirming the broad out-
lines of the threat and black-
mail account, suggested that

Mr. Nixon believed its pub-
lic disclosure would put the
“whole military command
structure on the line.” He
did nol amplify on the re-
mark.

Mr. Nixon has repeatedly
cited a mysterious “national
security’”” matter that, he
argued, prevented full dis-
closure of all the activities
of the White House plumbers
group. That group, headed
by Young, also was involved
in-the break-in at the office
of the former psychiatrist of
Daniel Ellsberg. Ellsherg
said- he was responsible for
giving- fo the press the se-
cret .Pentagonystudy of the
Vietnam war,



