Peter Zenger

- Mrs. Graham Ame;pﬁs
Press Freedom Award

Katharine  Graham, pub-
tlisher  of  The Washington
'Post. said yesterday sugges-’

‘tions that the country might
he better off “if the dispiriting
facts” of the Watergate scan-
dal had never been painstak-
“ingly unearthed are not in
keeping with “the faith of a
free people.”

i In a speech accepting the
~John Peter Zenger Freedom

‘of the Press Award from the

'University of Arizona in
rson, Mrs. Graham said there
fwere “many moments of anxi-
ety at The Washington Post
‘fas government officials attack-
(ed the unfolding revelations of
[ Watergate.

i “For all the inherent skepti-
reism which  journalists  ac-
rquire. there is still a very hu-
‘man desire to want to believe
'so-called authoritative spokes-
‘men.” she said, “and a ver
Jhuman tendeney  to
lanxious when your stories, no
Imatter how solidly grounded,
lare denied re

Tuc-!

become |

peatedly and ve-|

‘vious 10 months were
“‘inoperative.”

Mrs. Graham said the thesis
'that it’s more important for an

simply

ladministration to “enjoy suffi- .
‘cient public trust to deal with i

'the nation’s other business”

‘than to have its failings and.

roffenses exposed is acceptable
ronly
lce

de too much.”

iR

cconcede,” she said,

ithstand a certain
number of shocks and a
amount of

T
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only w
fited
measured

'ity  rests national
(rance.”

. To suppress some news *if
‘we deem it too had or too un-

on

disillu- |
'sion” and “that national stabil- |
igno-!

“if one is willing to con-

Things she is “not willing to
include |
{ “that the American people can |
Hm-

'settling is to make the press |

finto the censor or the nurse-
maid of a weak and immature
society.” she said.

i

i

[hemently. ‘
I “In this respect we were
iprobably  somewhal naive.”.

ishe continued. “For all the sad
cexperience of recent years in
- Washington, we

|

-and distort and push aside the

underesti- |
rmated for a long time the ca-
;pacil.‘v of government to hide

‘truth. Nothing had prepared
us. for instance, for Ron Zie-!
gler’s breathtaking admission |

that all statements of the pre-
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