Did Moorer Face ¢
Quster @Ver bpy

g
House' spxes told hlm that m11-~

itary- spies. were spymg» on
Henry Kx:smger. ;{‘;. :

By JON MARGDLIS
And JIM SQUIRES
Chicago Tribune- Service -
WASHINGTON — An angry
President Nixon wanted to
fire Adm. Thomas...Moorer,
chairman of the ~Joint. Chiefs : .
of buaff m 1971 when Whlt&v-

SRS o N i ‘..',...‘;.,._ <

atate \,was Ml. \hxrms na~

ports from-other ‘gources:, that
the White«'House: plumbers’ 2
Ud‘”" ‘,“dan cex i “-rhr'.. ",
atinc that.unauthorized. mfor-
mat:ion.- was passed to. Moorer

LIQL\

K.Lssmger oW secretary of -

and. othex:«
It ~iss¥ notis kncwn:gv‘what«
changed:*Mr.# Nixon’s+*mind;
but the answer appears to lie
> sn factswswrrounding:thes i in3
vestigationrstill being. kepfise-
cret by the White+House as. a'
national. security matter il
" Although™it- would*n .
‘he reports of. a: militarys spy-
ng and. eavesdropping opera-
don within. the National Secus
¢ity Council, the White House
suggested Friday that a Navy
enlisted  ‘man;  identified .-as
Yeomanr 1/¢ Charles-Radford,
was solely = responsible., for
(See SPYon: 8&-4A
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SPY, From 1-A
leaks  of classified informa-
tion. "Radford, now in an
Oregon Naval Reserve unit,
could not be reached for com-
ment.

According to accounts of
the military spying operation
supplied the Tribune, some of
the information obtained by
military  spies later leaked
‘out to the press. It was to
find the sources of these
leaks = that  Mr.  Nixon
_establisheed the “plumbers”
unit in"1971.

- The .White House explana-
tion about the enlisted man
also does not say whay Moor-
er's ' representative.  to
Kissiiger’s staff, Rear Adm.

" Robert: 0. Welander, abruptly

. left the National Security of-
| fice early in 1972. Welander.
' was Teassigned to a series of
flotilla commands in the
Washington. area.
(I San Clemente, mean-
whilé, White House officials.
- branded - as ‘‘inaccurate” a
Chicago:- Sun-Times report
that ‘Henry “A. Kissinger. or-

dered”a telephone tapped in-|

g =

1971 in the- office of Defense

I

- Secretary Melvin R. Laird.
The" Sun-Times reported
that Kissinger, in his capacity
as Mr.~Nixon’s national secu-
rity affairs adviser, ordered-
the tap after a microphone
was 'dxscovered in the- officex
of orre of . his axdes, Waym
Smiths¥ .-
qmlth’s ‘office was the gite.
" of all technical planning fox.
Kissinger’s - -negotiations ~ on:
Vietnam- and-- the ‘Strategic
Arms<Limitation Talks,, the
newspaper-said. -
; (President - Nixon’s+ aldes
‘ denied the Sun-Times: story as.
xncorrect”’ ©in all 1ts=
aspecm )

No Betatls e
' Despite- apparent inconsist-
| enciew“high-level White House
‘aldes are offering no ex--
splanaimnsr Saturday.. . Semior
" White:s House -officials~ con-

end “itat ‘providing - detailsy-

: would rxsk national security. -
! “Ir is impossible to explain

-, this. tQ “you,” said one top offi-

i cial,“*because- even’ the ex= 17

vy

¢ planation is classified.”. & "



[ Attempts to push aside the.|
! cloak of national security are ;
| being made bc both the Sen- -
;ate Watergate Committee and |
" the special prosecutor’s of-'
i fice. The minority staff of the |

¢ Watergate  committee  is }‘
i known to be Iinvestigating j
whether Navy men.other than |

! one enlisted man were
! reponsible for the National
¢ Security Council leaks.

Sen. -Howard . Baker' (R,
Tenn.), the committee’s vice
chairman, twice has askad
the White House to relieve

, him of his pledge nat to
.. discuss the maiter, Whjte_.
. House sources said. ‘

. Some Hints Offered ||
Since the administration | |
. refuses to present its own |:
case, it is difficult to give its | !
side”of the story supporting ||
the argument that real na- ai
_+ tional security matters are in- k!
" volved. But from what has |+
beer-'said in the past, and |7
from-dpparent hints in recent | :
statements, it seems-that the+| -
following matters have- con--
cerned the White House: .: ;
oA léak to a New- York |J
Times reporter in 1971 which| :
the << Central . Intelligence
Agency claims endangered an
Indian national who was feed-
| ing information about the So-
viet-<Union to. the United
States.
oLeaks about the U. S. plans
for the SALT disarmament
talks:in 1971, and about Mr. | .
Nixon’s orders to f“tilt”. to- |
ward.Pakistan in its war with.
India late that year. It is that |
information. which was avail- |
able’at Kissinger’s office, and -
which- White House - officials: |
say - the Navy -enlisted man |-
gave-or. 30id to newsmen, i -
| eFear that it would* be-'?.
come ‘known - that - the - United F
i States learned that &-copy of”
. the- Pentagon -Papers-: had. |
beert dehveted to the- Soviet" |
Embassy - < Washington
through a- Russxan intellj-«f
. ; gence agent acting as a dou-
bIe.m_agent . for | thew. United
Staqces oot
A the' nme'”inf “1971
mlmstranon .- officialg ;
pacently feared all‘the ledks
‘mighty be coming -from: one: |
_souce - or ‘related .-sources.-
Several persons - have. said
thag .Toi'm Mitchell, .the  attor-:
neyi general,. was convinced..
i mthere'was a centralized con--
SplEacy going. on, and S0 i0- .
_fortned the President: =i .87
But' the - adrmmstrauon
owﬁ .accounts, there was
suciwonspuacy.
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