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Saxbe Sees

No Role in

Impeachmg

By Susanna McBee

Washington Post Staff Writer

In his first news conference
as Attorney General. William
B. Saxbe yesterday sought to
divorce the Justice Depart-
ment from any impeachment
proceedings against President
Nixon.

Saxbe, who tlook office on
Jan. 4, said that if the House
votes to impeach Mr. Nixon
“lor any reason” and the issue
then goes to the Senate, “the
Justice Department is out of
i

Farlier in the conference he
had outlined certain roles the
department might play in an
imveachment proceeding. He
said it might defend the Presi-
dent in a pre-trial stage in the
House if he were being im-
peached for purely political
reasons — “if they said, ‘Oh,
well, he's lost the confidence
of the country’ "——but would
not do so if “high erimes or
misdemeanors” were alleged.

Saxbe said the department
might also aid in Mr. Nixon's
defense if impeachment moves
are launched against him for
“performing a statutory func-
tion.” He did not spell  out
such a function, but a depart-
ment spokesman said later
that an example might be Mr.
Nixon's impounding certain
appropriated funds.

The new Attorney General
noted that Watergate Special
Prosecutor Leon Jaworski,
though independent in his it
vesiigation, is technically part
of the Justice Department and
that the department therefore
might play g prosecutorial
role aginast Mr. Nixon.

Reporters were confused by
the apparent contradictions in
Saxbe’s comments, but a de-
partment source noted that ul-
timately he said he does not

expeet the department to play | first week on the
any role in impeachment pro- “I've

ceedings.
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