bhps m,%s'i

‘Group Protest Subpoenas
Of Phone Call Re

Washingten

The National Newspaper
Association (NNAJ called on
'the government vesterday to
stop issuing subpoenas to ob-
fa:n records of reporters’
itelephone calls,

In letters 1o the Justice
Deépartment and American
“Telephone and Tel egraph
Ca.. the group 'Jns« ribed the
,‘subpoenaw as a ‘‘very dan-
gerous invasion of pr v

ey’

S allowed to continue. it
can lead to an unhealthy isit-
ua;(von in which government
agencies can uce telephone
reeords to inhibit the [ree
flow of information.” said
Johathan  Marshall, chair-
man of the NNA’s Freedom
c,f Information  Committee
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ecords -

of the Scoits
Daily Progress.

and publisher
dale. Ariz.,

Marshaﬂ insisted that the
records of telephone callg by
reporters and editors should
remain confidential,

If the practice (‘c\ntmuw
he said, the NNA will 1y e
Congress to pass a law pre-
lecting the pr ivacy of suen
calls,

“Hthis invation of privacs v
is al’ou ed to continue.” he
added, “‘the next step could
well be government moniter-
ing of private calls, and this
would be a serious threat to
our democratic freedome.”

The NNA represents more
than 8500 daily and weekly
newspapers.
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