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His aides, who were left be-
hind, said that during the day
many hundred telephone calls,
card and letters wishing him a
happy bjrthday came in from
all.over the country.

Feriod of Isolation

Qver the last year, Mr. Nixon
has alternated between periods
ferred with only a small num-
ber of staff assistants, refrained
from holding news conferences
and other public contacts, and
periods in which he consciously
sought to broaden his contacts
and sought to show the public
he was innocent in the Water-
gate matters.

;sid here. Last weekend, Roy L.
Ash, director of the Office of
Management and Budget, came
from Washington to confer with
the President about the new
budget, He never saw the Presi-
dent. Instead, he spent much
of Saturday conferring with
General Haig, who presumahly
reported to Mr, Nixon,
Yesterday, the White House
ended the disclosure phase of
Operation Candor, an effort
began in November to clear
Mr. Nixon’s name. It did so
with the release of statements
denying charges that Mr.
Nixon acted improperly in
interfering with antitrust ac-

ests.

His assistants made it clear
today that no further dis-
closures were planned, even
though they had indicated at
one time that many additional
documents on those and other
subjects would be released.

Reassertion of Leadership

The statements yesterday
marked a return to the use of
political rhetoric that charac-
terizes the President’s defense
before Operation Candor bhegan.
The statements consisted large-
ly of a defense based on facts
already known. :

But today, once again, the
White House was saying, as it

Gerald L. Warren, “to working
with the Congress, the Cabinet,
the American people to attack
the critical issues in both for-
eign and domestic policy—
peace in the Middle East, the
energy crisis, health, housing
and manpower.”

An extraordinary cffort was
being made to rebut reports
that the President’s power was
not split among various factions
in his Administration and that
he was taking less of an active
role in decisions than he did be-
fore the Watergate troubles.

“He is approaching this year
in a positive way,” Mr. Warren
said, as the President, his family
and Mr. Rebozo drove off to
Palm Springs.




