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Is Asked

By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer

Even when the Watergate
crisis is a thing of the past,
confidence in government will
not automatically or necessar-
ily be restored, Patrick J. Bu-
chanan, an assistant to Presi-
dent Nixon, said yesterday.

Confidence in government
was undermined by the gov-
ernment’s failure to meet “the
exaggerated expectations” and
promises of the 1960s, Buy-
chanan sajd in g speech at
Springtield, I1]. '

Calling Watergate “an epi-
sodic thing” and a problem of
one administration, Buchanan
sald the deeper prohlem is the
failure of the politicial philos-
ophy of the 1960s “based upon
belief in the inevitability of
progress, the perfectibility of
man, and faith in government
as the architect of 3 great soci-
ety.”

“Beneficent big government
is another god that failed,” he
said.

Restoration of a healthy re-
spect for government requires
that  government cease ex-
panding its role and “begin a
strategic retreat all along the
front,” the Nixon aide said.

What ig needed, he added,
“is for sovernment to begin itg
own Long March, a strategic
retreat from domestic em-
pire,”

Buchanan accused “the
great Eastern media, and the
Mfational networks” of being
“less and less news gathering
and reporting organizations
and more and more media
arms of a particular ideology.”

To give “balance in cover-
age and commentary,” By-
chanan said the media sheould
treat  statements of Ralph
Nader “to the same chilly re-
ception, occasionally, as those
of Richard Nixon,” raise “an
equal amount of hell about
cost overruns in poverty and
welfare programs as about
those in the Pentagon,” treat
“dissent as something less
than divine revelation,” and
give defenders of the nation
“equal time with the more

telegenic ang intolerant, de-
manding instant change.”




