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Ford’s View.on Ta pes

; By Lou Cannon

Washineton Post Stalf Writer

SAN CLEMENTE, Calil
Jan. 7—The White House in-
dicated today th: Vice
President Gerald Ford
was speaking on his ‘own
Sunday when he suggested
that there is roont for com-
promise on tapes and docu-
ments that President Nixon
has refused to turn over to
the :Senate Watergate com-
mittee,

“The Vice President was
speaking as Vice President,”
said deputy press séeretary
Gerald L. Warren. ~But the
facts arc that nothing has
changed since the Presi-
dent’s lettor.”

Mr. Nixon wrote commit-
tee chairman Sam J. v n
Jr. last Friday, refusing to
honor three committee sub-
poenas .séeking nearly 500
Watergaterelaied tapes and
documents and deseribing
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fhe request as an atl.emﬁ% at
“unéonstitutional usurpation
of powoer.”

Samuel Dash. the commit-
tee’s chief counsel. has indi-
cated the committee’s will-
ingness to re d yu c e’its
requests to high-prioritv
items hefore pursuing a sec-
ond lawsuit, ‘and Ford ap-
peared Sunday to be hopeful
thet the White House would
take a less unyielding view
toward a scaled-down sub-
poena, AN

“I hope and trust as we 20
dow.. he  road pe€rhaps
lhloro can be some campro-
"en T Cord snid on the NRCO
interview show. “Meet the

Ervin said in an interview
with the As<ociated Press imn
Morgantown, N.C., that he
would weﬁ;ome av compro-
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mise, but added: “The agree-
ment should be wriften so
there could be no misunder-
standing.” )

Privately, White House of-
ficials appeared 1o be anx-
ious to avoid any conces-
sions to the Watergate com-
mittee in advance of a deter-
mination in U.S. District
Court on the committee’s
suit to obtain five While
House tapes of conversa-
tions hetween Mr. Nixon
and his deposed counsel,
John W. Dean III,

The court rejected a com-
mittee request for the tapes
last October, but Congress
has since passed legislation
giving U.S. District Court
Jurisdiction over Watergate
committee subpoenas.

There appeared to he dif-
ferences of tone between
the White House’s unyield-
ing public position reflected
in the President’s letter to
Ervin and in the private
statements of high adminis-
tration officials.
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Csimply be “Drewmature”

One highly placed White
House aide it would
for

the President (o express g
willingness to compromise
before he secs what ig re-
quested in the “reduced list
of malerials” that the com.
mittee will seck. Another of-
ficial pointed out that it
would he relatively casy t
compromise on <hme of th
documents  that  alread
have heen turned over
the Watergate special prose-
cutor,

Alter a news service story
on Warren's briefing said
that the White House had
“no plans” to vield any of
the documents, Warren
called reporters and hacked
off slightly from his formal
comments. IHe said the
White House would examine
any now reqguest from the
committee and “evaluate it
based upon the alfitude re-
flected in the request.”

Warren  said, however,
that the basic position of the
President was  unchanged
and that he had not dis-
cussed the issue with Ford
since sending the reply to
Ervin.

Two new Whitsa

House of-

ficials joined the presiden-
tial party in San Clemente
today and one departed

unexpectedly.

Arriving in the worst win-
ter weather of Southern Cal
Hornia during the past quar-
ter century were counselor
Bryce Harlow and Dnmestic
Council Director Ken Cole
Jr.

Royv 1. Ash, director of
the OMffice of Ilanagement
and Budget, flow back to
Vashin Sunday  night
for a meeting with the Pres-
ident’s economic advisers on
the economic impact of Mr.
Nixon’s impending budget-
ary decisions.

Ash. who ¢
meeting with
chief of staff Alexander M.,
Haig Jr.,, was sheeduled to
meet today with the Presi-
dent. Warren said the two
men would have met if Ash
had remained

However, My, Nixon was
described hy some aides as
furning more and meore
the budgetary issues over to
his subordinates rathe than
dealing with them directly,
Warren rejected this inter-
pretation, but gave no rea-
son for Ash’s abrupt depar-
ture other than hig previ-
ously scheduled meeting in
Washington.
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