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Nixon Stays Clear

Of Ford's

San Clemente L S
The White House indicated!
vesterday that Vice Presi-
dent Gerald ¥ord was
speaking on his own Sundaw
when he suggested that
there is room for comprom-
ise on tapes and documents
that President Nixon has re-
fused to turn over to the
Senate Watergate commit-
tee. ;

“The vice president was
speaking as vice president.”
said deputy press secrefary
Gerald L. Warren. “But the
facts are that nothing has
changed since the Presi-
dent's lefter.”

Mr. Nixon wrote commit-
tee chairman Sam J. Ervin
Jr. last Friday, refusing to
honor three committee sub-

&
poenas  seeking nearly 500
Watergate-related tapes and
documents and describing
the request as an attempt at
“unconsitutional usurpation
ol power,”

Samuel Dash, the commit-
tee’s chiefl counsel, has said
that the committee will re-
duce its requests to high-
priority items before pursu-
ing any lawsuit, and Ford
appeared Sunday to be hope-
ful that the White House
would take aless tnyielding
view toward a scaled-down
subpoena.

"I hope and (rust as we go
down the road perhaps there
can he some compromise.”
[Ford said Sunday on the
NEC-TV
“Meet the Press.”

Hrvin said yesterday in an
interview with the Associat-
ed Press in Morgantown,
N. C., that he would wel-
come a compromise, hut
aded: “The agreement
should be written so there
could be no misunderstand-

ing.

Privately, the White
House officials appeared io
be anxious to avoid any con-
cessions {o the Watergale
committee in advance of a
determination by U.S. Dis-

interview show,

Idea

trict Judge John J. Sirica on
»the committee’s right to five
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White House tapes of con-
versations belween Mr. Nixe
ongand his depo<ed ~Hune!,
John W. Dean i1°.

Sirica rejected a commit-
tee request for the tapes last

October, but Congress has
since Passed legislation giv-
ing the Watergate commit-
tee additional authority.

There appeared {0 be dif-
evences ol tone between the
White House's unyielding
public position reflected in
the President’s letter to Er-
vin and in the private state-
ments of high administra-
tion officials.

One highly placed White

ITouse aide said that i
vould  simply  be prema-

ture” for the President 1o

express a willingness to
compromise before heigees
what is requested in the *re-
duced list of materials” that
the commitiee will seek, An-
other official pointed ‘out
that it would be relatively
easy to compromise on some
of the documents that al-
ready have been turned over
to the Watergate special
prosecutor. '

After a wire service story
on Warren’s briefing said
that the White House had
“no plans” to yield any of
the documents, Warren
called reporters and backed
off slightly from his formal
comments. He said that the
White House would examine
any new request from the
committee and “evaluate it
based upon the attitude re-
flected in the request.”

Warren said, however,
that the basic position of the
President is unchanged and
that he has not discussed the
issue with Ford since send-
ing the reply to Ervin.

An earlier and much more
modest Senate committee

request for five tapes and
documents went back into
District Court yesterday. The
outcome of that litigation
will have a major effect on
the' committee’s latest sub-
poenas.

Sirica had denied the com-
mittee’s request for court
backing of its subpoena last
year, saying he had no jur-
isdiction. Congress respond-
ed by passing a law confer-
ring the authority on the
court and the case was gent
back by the United States
Court of Appeals for reconsi-
deration.

As the committee filed a
new brief yesterday, Sirica
assigned the case to U.S.
District Judge Gerhard A.
Gesell,

“‘There is no public inter-
est in permitting suppres-
sion of evidence relating to
official misconduct,” the
committee said in its brief.

It said Mr. Nixon has per-
mitted testimony on matters
involved in the subpoenas
and should not be allowed to
restrict further disclosure,
adding:

“To permit the President
to pick and choose among
the evidence offered to the
committee, withholding the
best, is not only wholly un-
justified but represents a
serious disservice to the
legislature, the public and
to the integrity and aceura-
cy of the investigatory pro-
cess. The public interest in
this case calls overwhelm-
ingly for disclosures.”

With one exception, the
five tapes and documents or-
iginally sought are among
those subpoenaed and ob- ‘
tained by the special Water-
gate prosecutor for presen-
tation to the grand jury.

The White House has ten
days to reply to the commit-
tee filing.
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