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Papers and Tapes

Washington

Vice President Gerald R. Ford suggested vester-:
=] 3

day-that a compromise could be struck between Presi-
dent Nixon and Senate Watergate committee chair
man Sam J. Ervin Jr, in Ervin’s sweeping request for

nearly 500 Watergate-
velated  documents and
lapes. !

Ford, interviewed on NBC

News ‘“Meet the Press,””
called Ervin's bid a ‘“‘scat-
teraun approach” and a
“fishing  expedition” and
said he agreed with the
President’s decision to re-
ject it. ‘

Bul the Vice President

said he thought if the com-
mittee was “willing to make
some refinements in the de-
mands, cutting it down to
things that are more rele-
vant to the committee’s. re.
sponsibilities then I think
there may he — and I under-
line ‘may be' — some area
ol compromise.”

Ford said he had not dis-
cussed the issue of disclo-

©mgure of Watergate informa-

€ion with Mr. Nixon in any
idepth in recent weeks. But

‘e said ‘T hope and trust as |

fwe go down the voad per-

“haps there can be some -
Stecompromise.”

.. The Vice President also:
said he has urged continuea-
- tion and expansion of Oper:,
‘tion Candor — the release of |

more information on Water

gate - related matters de-
;signed to repair the Pregi-
- ident’s

credibility with {le
public. ¢

He strongly favored

spite what I understand ig

some reluctance at the pres- -

ent time, that the President
continues with Operation
Candor with a full disclosure
on white paper involving the

ITT matter and the so-callecd.

milk fund contributions.”

ord said he had not been
consulted on the future of

Operation Candor. He sajd .

he thought most Republicans
in Congress would agree
with him that it should he
continued. "It seems to me

that «the President ought {c .
maximize his effort to re-

establish the good rapport
that he had with the Ameri.
can people, and Operation
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re- |
tease of information on Mr. |
Nixon’s income tax and fi-.
nancial situations, he said, -
“And T hope and trust. de- |

- From Page |

Candor is one way of doing
it.” said Ford.

. The Vice President said.
“however. “that in the long
run as well as perhaps in the
short haul. the President. by
concentrating on the solution
of problems — the energy
crisis, the Middle East con-
troversy and other matters
of real substance — will in-
srease his personal support
by the American people
even more quickly and more
importantly than by Opera-
tion Candor.

Asked about a recent poll
by the Roper Organization
that indicated 79 per cent of
individuals  surveyed Dbe-
lieved one or more of the
sarious charges made
against Mr. Nixon. Ford
sidestepped the question but
noted that 45 per cent inthe
same poll were against im-
peachment of the President
(to 44 per cent forit).

“Somewhere in between,
it seems to me,” he said,
“the American people may
have some lack of full faith
in every action by the Presi-
dent, but on the other hand.
the majority are not in favor
of impeachment action that
is contemplated by some in
the House of Representa-
tives.”

Ford said he did not be-
lieve there are the neces-
sary votes either in the
House Judiciary committee
or the full House for im-
peachment and he reiterated

T

his personal belief that the
President is innocent of any
impeachable conduct.

The Vice President por-
trayed himself as a man in
I;vequent contact  with the
President il not always con-
sulted  in  the decision-
making process. He said he
was “in daily contact” with
Mr. Nixon before Ford went
off on a two-week family va-
cation in Colorado and had
talked to the Presidant five
or six fimes by telephone
while he was awav,
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