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By Carroll Kilpatrick
Washington Post Staff Writer
President Nixon’s State of | Some aides predicted that
the Union message, which ]1e§ﬂ1e message, which will be de-
is planning to deliver to Con- [livered before a joint session
gress in person about Jan. 23, 0l Congress late this month
will represent a major attemptimay contain important
to dramatize his leadership in  prises, but there was no indi-
foreign and domestic affairs, |cation what they may he,
Officials said yesterday that! One surprise could come in
the President is working onithe field of energy, which ig
the message in the seclusion [expected to oceupy the Presi-
of his San Clemente home inident and Congress for much
tull realization that it :\Hordsiof the year and beyond,
an opportunity to focus atten-,’ Otherwise, the principal
tion on issues unrelated to!new emphasis in the domestic
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Watergate and

iscandal.

charges

s

shij

pected {o propose a new wel-
rare  program. The Depart-
ment of Health. Education and
Welfare is continuing to work
on a welfare reform program
but it is not yet ready for the

tion on himself.

sur-

ance,

It will be a revision of the
proposal he first made in 1971
to provide coverage for all
Americans without a tax in-
crease.

Financing would be through
employee-employer payments
to insurance companies to buy
policies tailored to meet mini-
mum standards the govern-
ment would establish.

turn to the Capitol a few daysident Ford attended
later with a State of the Union | the meetings but Mr. Nixon
address and he accused of try-
ing to focus too much atten-

The failure to deliver the

ward M. Kennedy of Massa-

did not.

various federal

President to incorporate in his imessage in person, however,|Union and special
new legislative program. was  widely criticized, and  from the Domestic
Another section of the mes-|White House advisers are|also have been sent

sage is expected to discuss the [unanimous in urging the Pres-|

President,

Democrats led by Sen. Ed-

The customary reports from
agencies
proposals for the State of the

Council

1474

Ees
33

ramatize Leader

of jarea will be on the President’sichusetis will attack the Nixon!
‘plan for national health insur-iadministration plan and urge

instead a national health pro-
gram financed by the govern-
ment and guaranteeing mini-
mum coverage for all persons,

In addition to energy and
‘health insurance, the Presi-!
cdent’s message is expected to:
focus in the domestic field on:
an urban transportation reve-
nue-sharing plan, which would
lprovide funds to states and
icities to develop their own
Ipublic transportation’ systems.
i The President is not ex-

Watergate issues hut
the attention of Congre
on

studies |yoters  are

to the

in State of Union Address

most of [Nixon supporters believe he

must not only focus on non-

direct
ss and

the publie to new programs.
These aides helieve that the
more concerned
about energy and cost-of-living
problems than Watergate, and
Melvin R. Laird, counselor to

fimpact of the energy slmrl.agegi.dent to go in person with his
fon environmental pm,ﬁ:l'ams,gmessagc this year.

rand new proposals are ex-| Raymond K. Price, the Pres-
‘pected on rural development|ident’s chief speech writer
irevenue-sharing programs. isince he entered office, is in
o Last year. the President San Clemente helping with
sent a long State of the Union ?the drafting of the address. |
‘message to Congress by mes-; Before the President went|
isenger instead of delivering il to California the White House
[in person. lorganized a series of meetings
! The chief reason, one aide|between Republican congres-
isaid, was that he had deliv-|sional leaders and White
‘ered his inaugural address on House aides to discuss propos-
Jan. 20 and did not want to ve-!als for the address. Vice Presi-

With so many unenacted
presidential proposals still be-
fore Congress, much of the
emphasis in the message is ex-
pected to he on pending pro-
posals in the fields of elemen-
tary and secondary education
aid, better communities pro-
grams, drug trafficking, con-
sumer protection and election
reforni.

However, with the House
Judiciary Committee consider-
ing a bill of impeachment,

the President, said yesterday
that preliminary reports from

congressmen who have sam-

pled voter opinion support
that belief.
Laird said he had talked

with 30 or 40 congressmen and
they have not reported any
great push for impeachment.
On the contrary, Laird said,
they have found that their
constituents are deeply
concerned about the energy
shortage and related issues.



