Some

By Marjorie Hyer

Washington Post St

)
afl Wriler
President Nixon’s Quakel"
heritage is proving an incre as- |
ng source of mnban"lx@monh

to him as some Quakers|
around the country call for-,
mally for his impeachment or |
resignation. !

There is no way of knowing
precisely how many of the ap-| ‘
proximately 800 Religious So- |
ciety of Friends meetings, or|
churehes. in the United States, |
have taken or are considering !
such actions, TRach meeting |
acts independently and is not !
required fo veport its actions!
to any national authority.

The  Washington - based!
Friends Committee on Na-
tional  Legislation, however,

knows of 20 Friends meetings |
that have formally acted to!
call for impca(‘l‘ ment or resig-
nation of the President.

In Quaker practice, formal |
action taken by a group re-|
flects the complete agreement
of every person present. since
Quakers act on an issue only !
wvhere there is full consensus!
rather than relving on major-!
iy vofe.

Some  meetings,
Plainfield. V., monthly mect-
mg. have taken their concern |
directly to the President,

e Although we feel there
is little hope our letter willli
reach you personally. we i(‘f“‘
(om pelled to send it in the i
hope that we may 1‘edch (>uL 1o
the \nm{ within  you,' they |
wrote in late November. !
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“We are profoundly disap-,ing the atmosphere of corrup-
i pointed by the massive evi- ’Lum in our mnational goyern-
dence acceruing of vour dishon-| ment.” the letter concluded.

cently, on Dec. 14, the official
’board of the church voted a
[ formal resolution “to advise
that he [Richard Nixon] is and |
has been for many years” cU

esty. deception, disregard for'y Most of the actions bV

within yourself for o hd"m(‘e Pre
about your contintance in of- \ Ve support
fice and your spiritual well-be- Jih(» person of [\1(
ing.” ,doclamd the

The  Stamford-Groenwirh, [meeting, “But
Conn.. monthly meeting ‘]\\)VQP]HL of cot
communicated their concern!
‘Lo their fellow-Quaker, appeal- [phl Quakers called on their|
ing “to you directly, 1\1‘~h“f“rop)csonta ves in Congress to
Nixon, as one who has on vari- [‘bwm .om;hmth impeachment
(TUS ()CC(IHI()HS rer erred to your ;“\7 n(x;\pdw]q« . DOL.’I{Z \VQH that
Quakel background and hen Nee i the call for imneachment is
may he expected to I(‘S]J(‘,‘(T]u,”np}y to bring to light the
the traditional testimonies Of‘h ‘uth from current confusion.”
ithe society. J President Nixon's troubles

“It seems to us Lhat sevious | with his fellow Quakers, par-
discrepancies  exist ‘1\\’t‘0mi1(’lxhnl\ the tvluu‘,tlonalists;
‘three testimonials and the a- 2 |who  adhere to  the Friends
tions which vou have either| peace 1 testimony, hegan with
taken or for which vou may be [Rjs vigorous prosecution of the
considered responsible.” ]‘War in Vietnam.

the law and betrayal qof *hoanendS meetings, whether ad- member of the church and
Constitution,”  the meeting| dressed divectly to the Presi- stating that his  affiliation |
eentinued, ]dent or to members of Con-|would “continue.” |
“We ask vou to look dﬂl""l"resq expressed comeern for| The revelalions of Water-|

1

gate and related actions have |

pushed

overt action. While individuaii’
Quakers complained abmni
their most famous co!olwu)m
ist in the past, formal censurnr
by entire meetings is some-|
thing new.

Stanly Berkemeyer, clerk of
the Langley Hill Meeting in
MecLean, said the action taken
by her meeting on Oct, 21 was
triggered by what she termed
the “weekend massacre” the
night before the Cox-Richard-
son-Ruckelshaus departure |
from government service, i

“Our meeting is full of peo-
ple who work in government
said Mrs. ,Berkemeyer, “VWa
are aware of the compromises

lent Nixon as a person.

o

the spirit of
hard Nixon,”
Adelphi, Md.,
we support the,
1stitutional law,”
Like other meetings, Adel-

numerous IFriends to!

Ciling seven specilics, in- | Atone point, a Philadelphia | that must be made in politics

. . , ‘ ] p ' .
cluding obs;tm(ztmn of Water-l antiwar  Quaker aroup pub-i  The vesolution, which calls|
gate mvc‘stivfa\iom and the of-/licly challenged the Presidentjon Congress *“to clean the |

fering of (either to live
principles or
self one,

Other Quakers — asg individ-
uals — urged the FEast Whit-
tier, Calif., Friends Church to
invoke a long-dormant Friends
practice and revoke his mem-
bership for what they felt was
his failure to live up to
Quaker principles.

The church repeatedly
clined such

“a high federal post’
Judge W, Matl Byrne
he was presiding
Ellsberg t(rial, the
lcontinued: “In view

house of government and re-'
store the rule of law” cites
“the collapse of the moral
leadership in the executive
branch” and “repeated viola-
tions of the constitutional
principle that no man, not
even the President, can be
above the law.,” ;

“We leaned over back-
wards,” Mrs. Berkemeyer ex-|
plained, “to try not to be hol-|
ier tham thou.” |

up to Quaker
Jr. stop calling him-
over
letter
of the
“We feel tender lowuu'd vou
in the moral dilemma in which
vou have placed yourself and
sympathy with vou in vour
pain. However difficult vour
resignation may be to you per-
Isonally, it would aid in dispell-|

de-
actions. Most re.




