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mlebhom, Company Refuses Press

Plea on ilecords

Washington

American Telephone and
Telegraph Co. said yester-
day it will continue to dis-
close records of reporters’
phone calls to government
agencies with valid subpoe-
nas.

The company said. it is re-
‘quired by law to “submit

such records. to government
agencies: nupon walid sub-
poena or on demand pur-
suant to lawful processes.”

"AT&T was responding to a
letier sent toc board chair-
man John Debutts last week

" by the Reporters Committee

for Freedom of the Press
R-”“T‘) znd repre- entatwes

of ten news, organizations.

The letter-demanded ‘a. stop

to the practice of disclosing
records of reporters’ phone
calls, charging that such rec-
ords might compromise
confidential sources.

- The group had threatened-

“egal actionif ‘the company
did not voluntarily stop dis-

ment authorltles and pr1vate
citizens.”
The group of news organi-
zations inclnuded the Colum-
bia “"Broadcasting Co., the
Boston Globe, the Chicago
Tribune and the Chicago
Sun-Times.
- According to the Iletter
from the protesting news or-

L

ganizations, AT & T has told
the Federal Communica-
tiong Commission (FCC)
that company policy does
not require a formal sub-
poena before turning over
the telephone records. In-
stead, the letter said, AT&T

discloses the records upon
‘receiving a written reques

from prOSecutori'orrespon-f%
sible law emforcement offle
cers. Gl
In its statement; AT&'P
said the duty of notifying its
customers that subpoenas
have been issued should rest
with the government and not
the company.
;| W ashington Post

closing the recor ds.

AT&T also refused to
promise news organizations
advance notice that the gov-
ernment had issued sub-
poenas for their telephone
records, arguing that such a
practice would ‘‘inject the
telephone company.into éon-
‘Lowr»leq between govern-



