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' ERVIN, CITING AGE

 Head of Senate Inguiry, Now
17, Will Not Run-Again—
- Says ‘Time Takes TolP

By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19 —
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., the
* 77-year-old legal scholar and
raconteéur who gained national

promience this year as chair- -

man of the Senate Watergate
investigating “committee, an-
nounced today that he would
not run for re-electhn " next
year. - ie " B

The North Carolina Denigss

‘crat said that his age was the
only reason for his retirement. -
“If T should seek re-election
in 1974, the Senator said in
a written statement, “I would]
be asking North Carolinans to
return me to the Senate for a
term which would extend be-
““yond the”84th anniversary of
my birth. . . o
- “Since. #ime .- takes - a con-|
. stantly" 3
those “of *us who  live. .many
years; it is simplynet.réason-
able f0r me to assume that my
eye will remain undimmed and
my hatural force stay unabted:
for so long a time.” )
Oppaonents Strong
Senator Ervin was appointed
“to the Senate in 1954'to fill
a'vacancy and was elected: over
only ‘token opposition in 1956,
1062.and 1968~ - ;
“However, had he decidéd to
seek re-election next year, in
the option of/North Carolina
political eéxperts, he would have
faced formidable opponents for
the first time. . . "r 0 -
The: popular Attorney: Gen-
eral, of the state, Robert: Mor-
gan, & Democrat, said earlier
this year that he would try for
the Sgnate seat regardless of
whether Mr, Ervin was running,
and he now appears to be the
leading”'candidate 'to succeed
Mr. Ervin. Henry. Hall Wilson,
a White House legislative aide
in-the Kennedy and Johnson Ad
ministrations, has also an-
nounced that ‘he is' a candidate
" for the Demoeratic nomination,
The most likely Republican
candidate is 'said to be Repre-
sentative Wilmer Mizell.  North
Carolina elected Republicans to
" the- Senate and' the governor-
'ship last year for the first time
in"this century; and the experts
believe “that Mr. Mizell would
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accelerating. toll ~of!

stand - a good 'chance against
any Democrat. : |

" “Strength Increased’

~Senator Ervin said this af-
ternoon at a news conference
for - North --Carolina reperters
that-he .was confident he -cauld
have been re-elected. - Hig
stewardship of the Watergate
hearings.:and *his political’ Bat:
tles with President Nixon, he
said, had “increased my polit
ical strength’iin ‘North. 'Caro.
lina.”

Mr, Ervin came to the Senate
after a’career as a’ lawyer: and.
judge in his home state, and
he built a reputation as. an au-
thority onthe' Constitution and
other legal matters.

He ook .a leading role in
Congressfonal -~ attempts  to
thwart! civil rights legislation
in'the nineteen-sixties, ‘arguing
that the Constitution left such
issues to,. the states. At the
same time, he was the foremost
advocate’in the ‘Senate, for pro-
tecting ' individuals from inter-
ference: by ' Government agen-
cies: - :

But it was not until .this

year that Mr. Ervin becarme a
figure of national renown. He!
began by challenging the Presi-
dent’s . authority not to spend]
money appropriated by Cong-
ress’ and not to provide infor-
mation to Congress' on * the
ground of executivé privilege.
; Into Nationa] Limelight
' Then, in May, the :televisedf
Watergate hearings began, and
Senator Ervin’s double chin,
twitching = eyébrows, ~folksy
anecdotes, verbatim quotations
from the Bible and Shakespeare
and.his adroitness as an inter-
rogator became . familiar to
viewers from coast to coast. -

The hearings turned into ‘a
constant struggle between Mr.
Ervin and the President, espe-
cially over the issue of whether
Mr. Nixon 'was required to sup-
ply tapes and documents to the
committee, - ¢ :

After Senator Ervin placed
his' statémént that He would
not seek re:election in the Con-
gressional: Record ‘this after-
noon, he sat at his desk in the
Senate chamber and signed
more subpoenas for White
House material. -~ . -

There is little doubt that the
Watergate committee will have
disbanded by the time Mr. Er-
vin’s ‘term ~ expires and he
leaves: the "Senate in January
1975. His position as ‘chairman
of the ‘Government Operations
Committee will ' most likely
bass to Senator Edmund S.
Muskie, Democrat of Maine,

" .5 Others Leaying

Mr. Ervin is the fifth Sena-
tor to -announce that “he will
not . run for re-election next
year. The others are Harold E.|
Hughes of Towa and.Alan . ‘
Bible - of Nevada, -both Demo-
crats, and. Norris. Cotton of:
New Hampshire and - Wallace'
F. Bennett of ‘Utah,- both Re-
publicans. In addition, Senator
William - B, Saxbe, Republican
of-Ohio, is to ‘leave the Senate!
next -month: when-he-is sworn
n as Attorney Genera], ) )

Senator Ervin said he would
return’ t6 ‘his home in Motgan-
ton, N.C., when he retired and
that “the first thing I'm going
to ‘do - is ‘go fishing.”

Then, he said, he and his
Wwife hope “to dwell for a, time
among the people who ‘have
known us best and loved us
most and to watch the sun sét
in .indescribable glory behind
Table Rock and Hawk’s: Bill
Mounjcain,.”, ‘
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