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. The playing of a White House tape as the
hlghﬂmght of a cocktail party brought a lawyer
into federal court yesterday to admit “T made a
foolish mistake.”

Attorney William Dobrovir said he had
dropped in for a dnink at the home of a woman.
friend in Georgetown.

There were seven people seated in front of
the fire eating salami and chopped liver, Dob-
rovir told the court, when he said “I have in
my pocket the hottest nevs item in fown.”

Dobrovir said that after being asked by sev-
eral people he played about five minutes, most.
of wiimtch was inaudible.

Dobcrovm was summoned into court by U.S.
am B. Jones afrtefr the Judgev

turtied over in connechon with the milk furn
case. ‘

Do«bmmr represents consumer advocate
Ralph Nader and others in a civil suit filed
agamsft bh‘e secretary of agriculture that allegeq
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milk price supports ~ were
raised in 1971 after dairy in-

dustly promises of cam-

paign contributions to Presi-
dent Nixon's re-election
qalnpalgn,

Jones said he thoucrht it

‘‘only rlght and proper that
the court should make some
inquiry” of the tape playing.
Dobrovir said the tape of a
meeting involving the Presi-
dent, Agriculture Depart-
ment offlcxals White House
staff and dairy industry rep-
resentatives was given - to
him with no conditions or re-
quest that any parts be kept
secret.

At-the White House, presi-
dential counselor Melvin
Laird said he was shocked
about the tape bemg played
at a cocktail party, adding
that he found the 1nc1dent
“‘rather disgusting.”

Laird said he has not

talked to Mr. Nixon about '

the report but that i he
were the President, I
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would be very careful”
about prowdmg other tapes
“If I were the President .

I would maybe change rny
attitude a little,” Laird said.

Senate Republican Leader
Hugh Scott told newsmen he
thought the District of Col~

umbia Bar Association.

should ‘‘look into this matter
of highly questionable eth-
ics.” Senate Democratic
Leader Mike Manstield
called the tape incident
“most unfortunate.”

Dobroyir said that he told
a repmter last weekend that
he had received the tape and
on Monday received a‘ﬁwm—
ber of calls asking wh’ie_n it
would be released.

Dobrovir said he told
newsmen they could not be
made public until they were
part of the court record;
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With - the:help of a reporter
trom °BS news, .Dobrovir
said'ghe copied tlie tape,
making two cassette copies
and put one in his coat pock-
et. En route home, Dobrovir
said he dropped in at the
party.

ABCV reported the incident
on its Tuesday rught broad
cast.
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