WXPost oec 7w

Hill Given '

- Sen. Clifford P. Case (R-N.J)|

Indochina *
Assurance : -

By Murrey Marder %

Washington Post Staff Writer
Becretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger gave assurance yes-
tefd;\y that no legal -device|
will be used to send American
combat forces back into Indo-

china without congressional
approval. "5
:In any event, Kissinget said
at a news conference, “we do
not foresee this (need for U.S.'
combat units) as an imminent |
possibility.” o
Kissinger’s comments: ap-
peared to dispose of a {flargup
of ‘controversy last week Byer
what some members off Con-
gress saw as a threat of possi-
‘ble “legal gimmickry” ‘that
could send American bgmpers
back into the Vietnalgiésqr or
Cambodian wars. o
- At issue was whether fhe
Nixon administration ‘might
interpret the war powers lifii
tation law, which was passed
in "November over the Rtesi-
dent’s veto, as taking pricfity
. over legislation that explicify

P

bars any further U.S. combat

in Vietnam, Laos or Cambodi;
without congressional autho
zation. The war powers 4l
permits the President to fc%n
mit U.S. forces abroad for dip
to 60 days without congrés-

3
&

sional authorization, but this|

was intended by Congress:as a
limitation on the President’s
actions, not an.invitation t6 in-
tervene. '

Kissinger, noting that he

was questioned about the ad: |

ministration’s intentions by

the Senate Foreign Relationsi

¢

Committee, said: !

¢+ “Our legal adviser has con-/|

cluded that the war powerg)|
legislation does not supersede
any existing legislation . .. We
will notify the chairman of the
Senate  Foreign  Relations
Committee to that effect in a
forinal letter.” ]

\ ¥
Kissinger said that “any mil-|.

itary action that would be cont
templated would be taken
only in accordance with the
provisions of both the joint
resoldtion (the war powers
act) and existing legislation—
in’other words, would be fully
discussed by the Congress.” p
~The secretary indicated he
was drawing no fine distine
tion between discussing the:
-subject with Congress, or ob-
taining its agreement. If the
administration' should cgn-
clude it needs to send military,
forces back into the war, said
Kissinger, “I think it would re-
quire (action in) Whatevei'
form the Congress expresses
its" approval, but we do not
foresee this as an imminent

possibility.”
_Sen. Frank Church (D-
Idaho), who co-sponsored with

the most recent explicit bans
phr U.S. combat in Indochina,

| last-week said that to violate

' those bans “would represent a
presumptive case for impeach-
ment” -of the President. The
l1ast“Case-Church amendment,
enacted into law on Nov. 17,
| ProhibHs further U.S. military
dnvolvement in, over, or from
"dffshore of North Vietnam,

|thorized heareafter by
{Conigress.”

| Kissinger was asked yester-
iday what he now thinks the
.prospects are for survival of
 theiVietnam cease-fire accord
- Which he negotiated last Janu.
 ary.in view of the intensified
fighting now going on there.
It is not_possible,” he said,
(“to,write an agreement whose
‘terms, in themselves, guaran-
tee its permanence. Any
‘agreement will last if the hos-
tility of the parties is thereby
lessened; if the parties have
|an incentive to observe it and/
ot if the parties pay apenalty
for breaking it.”

i‘If those conditions are not
met;” said Kissinger, “no mat-
‘ter what the terms of the
agreement, there is a tendency
towards erosion.”

¢ In Vietnam, said Kissinger,
‘‘we have succeeded in a set-
tlement—not in guaranteeing
Becessarily a permenent peace
gut in moving the decision to
- Vietnamese decision, which
is what we always said our ob-
jective was. And we believe
there is a possibility of main-

framework.”
. Kissinger was asked if in-

creasing congressional discus-
Sion about impeaching the

hie' may resign, is impairing
the conduct of foreign policy.
# Kissinger replied that twice
|before he. expressed concern
jat press conferences that “to
ithe degree that the authority
{of those who have the consti-
tutional responsibility for con-
ducting foreign policy is be-
ng drawn into question by
{whatever process, it compli-
{é’ates the task of foreign pol-
{fcy and it creates long-term
dangers.”

Kissinger declined again
yesterday to supply further
. details about the global alert
0f American military forces

serious threat of Soviet mili-
tary intervention in the Arab-
Israeli war. )

. Kissinger said, however,
that “this was not a very high
state of alert” when the
Dnited States went to a Crond:
tion 3 alert, on a scal~ of -

5. He said Conditior =~
Istate of alert in whici
cific Command is at all tmog”
and. “the Strategic Air Coun.
mand is always in Defense
Condition 4 . .-.”

taining the peace within that |

President, or speculation that |

South Vietnam, Laos or Cam. j
hodia “unless specifically au-|i
the!i

on Oct. 25. The alert was insti ‘
tuted on grounds there was al’




