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Ziegler

“'Disli

Washihgton

- The iWhite House bitterly
attacked the staff of the
Watergate special prosecu-
tor yesterday, charging that
it~ has displayed an ‘“4n-
grained suspicion and’ vis-
ceral - dislike ‘for this Presi-
dent and this administra-
tion.”

x_' Press secretary Ronald
Ziegler, who has emerged in
recent weeks as one of Pres-
ident -Nixon’s- closest. advis-
ers,. described prosecutor.
Leon: Jaworski as “a very

respected man, a very fair
man.”* But he added: . _

I have very serious ques-

tions about the staff of the !
special- prosecutor’s office,

‘though, in political terms.”’

Zieéiér, briefing the press

- because of the illness of his
deputy, Gerald L. Warren,
“also appeared to indicate a
décline in the status of J.

"Fred Buzhardt Jr., the spe- |

cial White House counsel

Watergate case.

who has been handling ithe

dent - was ‘dissatisfied  with

Buzhardt’s work, Ziegler re-
plied. obliquely, remarking
that he did not want to ex-
_press ““dissatisfaction with
the performance of any indi-
© vidual.” s

- At another point, he said

Charges
Prosecutor Staff
es‘Nixon

' Asked specifically whether

Buzhardt would® remain in
charge of the Watergate
case, Ziegler would say only.

that the lawyer would ‘“‘con-

tinue to work on it, continue

to play a key role.” Buz- '

hardt would want to. dele-
gate some of the responsibil-

ity, the
gested.

press secretary sug-

Buzhardt told newsmen
-later that I have no plans to

resign” and, in response to

other questions, said that as
far as he knows he still is
White House counsel in

_charge of Watergate legal

matters.

" However, Ziegler's veiled
remarks -appeared to add up
to-a demotion for'Buzhardt.
And: other White House
sources said control of the
!caié.eéis expected to pass in
| the next few days to Judge
- John J. Sullivan of the ILii-
nois" appellate- court,  ‘a 59-
year-old Democrat- who has

i
|

- known Mr. Nixon since his
Navy - days. Sullivan is al- .
' ready working at the Execu-

" Askéd whether the Presi. '¢ Office Building.

Sullivan was identified by
Ziegler as one of the mem-
bers of an informal working
group that is- assembling a
series of statements on such
questions as acquisition,,of

that he did not want to leave

- the impression that he was
“eutting his (Buzhardt’s)
legs off.” .

"~ But Ziegler 'said the White
House legal staff has: been

‘carrying a very heavy work
load that led “to.some mis-
takes.” He 'mentioned asan
example the .staff’s failure
to discover until November
14 exactly which Watergate

tapes had been subpoeraed |

months earlier.
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JUDGE: SUL'.LIVAN?';&
Now White House ai’fdg

* Mr. :Nixon’s homes,*the.In-
ternational Telephone - and
Telegraph Corp. case, the
President’s taxes and other
controversies, The, packets
of ‘data are to be distributed,
beginning next week, to
members of Congress; to. the
press and to other opinion
leaders, Ziegler said.

 Ziegler’s 'remarks  ahout
the prosecutorial staff fol-
lowed complaints earlier
this week "from - Warren
about alleged ' leaks from
that staff, and refiected con-
tinuing White House bitter- -
ness: about the liberal Demo-
cratic politics of the team
originally assembled hy Ar-

* chibald "Cox, who was dis-

missed as Watergate Prose-
cutor, :
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