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Erasure Test

Built-

Washmgt(m

The “tape recorder that
President Nixon’s personal
secretary, Rose Mary
Woods, has testified ,she
used to transcribe a conyer-
sation of June 20, 1972; be-
tween the President and his
former chief of staff, H. R.
Haldeman, has built-in pfo-
tections against 1nadvertant
erasule , )

An’ 1nvdepencle111 examina-
tion and tests with such a
machine yesterday showed
that more than one mistake
.must be made at the same
time, whether the machine
is operated by hand or by
using a foot treadle.

Experiments in using the
machine, however, show
that the small, transformer -
equipped, high - intensity
lights that Miss Woods uses
on her White House desk
and typing table are capable
of generating the. kind of
sustained hum - that was
heard during the 18 - minute
gap Tuesday when a copy of
the tape was plavedin Chief
U.S. District Judge John J.
Sirica’s. courtroom.

Miss Woods testified yes- |
terday that she never used ,

the Uher Universal 5000 tape -

recorder before October 1,

aide Stephen Bull brought
her the new fidelity equip-
ment, and the day that she

said at least four to five

minutes of the gap Was
created.

She repeated 'her conten-

tion that she used the un-
familiar equipment, fre-
quently interrupted by tele-
phone calls on several lines,

in a state of fatigue induced

by 29 hours of weekend work
at Camp David, in Mary-
land, in transcribing a near-
ly inaudible tape that includ-

ed the conversation on June!
20, 1972, between the P1es1-"~

dent and Haldeman

A section of the recording
was obliterated, Miss Woods
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Guards
On Tape Devnce

testified, When at the start
of a telephone call she inad-
vertently depressed the light

gray “recordin-g” key on the

Uher’s control keyboard,
while keeping her foot down

n the Fidelitape FP-10 trea- -

Hle she was using to ad-
vance .and rewind the tape
‘for transeription.

By aiming her finger: for '

the dark gray “stop” ‘key
and hitting the “recording”
key instead, Miss Woods
‘would have overridden a
standard protection used.by
‘secretaries who are aciis-
tomed to depressing a foot-
treadle so that both hands
are free for typing a tape
tramscript.

There is a similar ‘“fail-
safe’ ‘feature. for most tape
recorders when they are op-
erated by hand. Both a
tape-advancing and record-
ing button usually must be

depressed. On the Uher, -
‘these keys are far enough

apart to normally require
using - one finger of each
hand.

For most tape recorders,
the foot-treadle for tran-
scrxbmg does not involve re-
cording at all, but merely
advancing “and rewinding
the tape. The treadle sup-

; h -
the day that White House : plied: by Uhel” has two but

%qns one for each oper ation.
The treadle used by Miss

Woods: - takes ‘ontly slight
pressure to -operate. It is

.- also easy to'release..During

a .¢ourtroom demonstration
Tuesday, after a simulated
telephone call interruption,
Miss Woods took her foot off
the treadle quickly, indicat-

ing this may be a natulal :

T eactwn

Photographs showiﬁg Miss

Woods seated at her White -
House desk and typing table, -

which were exhibited in-
court. yesterday, indicate
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that Miss Woods had to
stretech -, aq she answered a

. telephone call. The indica-:

tion. was that some contor-
tion was needed to keepthe .

© toeof a»shoe on thetreadle.
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