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The blanked tape had problems

" WASHINGTON-—A
. White House official said
yesterday the subpenaed
Watergate tape containing
an 18-minute blank in Presi-
dent Nixon’s conversation
with H. R, Haldemann is the
same part that Nixon's per-
sonal ksecretary, Rose Mary
yds, spent about 30 hours
tryin.‘ ‘to transcribe.

U.S. District Judge John
J. Sirica demanded imme-
diate custody of Nixon’s
Watergate-related ‘tapes
when White House lawyer
J. Fred Buzhardt told him
Wednesday about arecently
discovered segment missing
from the crucial tape of a
2% +hour meeting between
Nixon and former aides
h,:ddeman and John D. Ehr-
hchn’aan on June 20, 1972,
three days after the Water-
gate break-in.

The official, who declined
to be named, said Sirica’s
demand still was ‘“‘under
consideration.”
first White House aide to
identify the June 20 tape as
the one Miss Woods has com-
plained was dlfflcult to
transcribe.

Earlier, Miss Woods testi-
fied at a Sirica court hear-
ing that she spent about 30

hours at Camp David, Md.,

during the weekend of last
Sept. 29 doing ‘her best to
transcribe a tape she said

-she could not identify. She

said the ‘“quality was very
bad,” but never mentioned
an 18-minute gap inthe con-
versation. :

“It was a very bad tape,
very, ,
said. “The President said.it
would " be difficult, that I
couldn’t get all the words. ..

He was the

very difficult,” she .

but to do my best to get the
most important tapes.”

Asked if she told anyone
about the audibility prob-
lam, she replied: ““Yes, the
President,” and added she
was told ‘““to take down as
much as possible that was
audible.”

Buzhardt said he discover-
ed the 18-minute gap on the
tape Nov. 14 and reported it
to the President “shortly
thereafter.” He explained

.the delay in the discovery by

saying there was confusion
whether the Nixon-Haldeman
conversation was actually

. covered by the subpena for
the June 20 meeting issued

by former special prosecutor
Archibald Cox and upheld by
Smca

The White House official
said the Cox subpena had

been interpreted as calling «

for a recording of a three-

‘way meeting among Nixon,.

Haldeman and domestic ad-
viser John D. Ehrlichman,
but that actually Nizon met
separately with Ehrlichman
and then with Haldeman. He
said the 18-minute gap in the
Haldeman portion of the
tape wasn’t discovered. ear-
lier because it had been be-
leived that only the preced-
ing Ehrlichman recording,
which is complete, was
called for by the subpena.

- However, Cox filed a sub-
pena memorandum with Sir-
ica last Aug. 13 in which ke
spelled out the time and
“of the recording he
~and indicated he
was talkmg about two con-
secutive conversations. -

_Specifically, Cox said Nix-
on . “met withe Joohn. D.
Ehrllchma_n and H: Re'
Haldeman . . . on June 20,
1972 from 10:30 a.m. until ap-
proximately 12:45 p.m.” He
also said ‘“Ehrlichman ‘and
then -Haldeman went to see
the Pre51dent oy i




