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Followmg is an .index to
the nine Watergate tapes, an
abbreviated summary: of
what is believed to be their
contents, and the reasons
why the special prosecutor’s
office wants them.

June 20, 1972 Three days
after the Watergate break-
in, "President ~Nixon met
with White House chief of
staff H. R. (Bob) -Haldeman
and domestic affairs-adviser
John D. Ehrhchman shortly
after the two aides had met
with former Attorney Gen-
eral John:N. Mitchell, White
House Counsel. John W.
Dean III and Attorney Gen-
‘eral Richard G. Kleindeinst,
According to former Water-
gate Special Prosecutor Ar-

chibald Cox, “The inference |
that they reported on Water- ‘

gate and may well have re-
ceived instructions 1s almost
irresistible.”

Since the President has
consistently maintained that
he first learned of the al-
leged cover-up on March 21,
1973, the prosecutors would
like to know what was said
at the meeting a year ear-
lier. This is the tape with
the 18-minute
which there is. no audlble
conversation.:

. June 20, 19722 & four-min-

%te telephone conversation

SWatergate Ta
When, and The eir Importance

) betwe{en Mr.

“gap” in .

Nixon and

Mitchell. - Mitchell said he

volunteetred no details about.

Watergate to ‘the. President,

but Cox told the court that .
'the tape eould. reveal -a

“more cardid report.” -
The' White House revealed

last Oct. 31 this tape does’
not exist because the tele::
. phone . the President used |
was not- connected to a re-‘
“corder.

June 30, 1972—The day be-
fore Michell resigned from
the Nixon re-election com-
mittee for “personal” rea-

- -sons,"he and Haldeman met

with the President for more
than an hour. Cox said it
“strains credulity” to sup-
pose that Watergate was not

- discussed at that meeting.

_ Sept. 15,. 1972—The day
the original/ seven Water-
gate defendants were in-
dicted, Mr. Nixon. met with
Dean and Haldeman and, ac-

cording.to Dean, the Presi-

dent commended his counsel
for doing a “good job” in
keeping the investigation in
bounds. . The prosecutors

would like to know if that,

conversation involved a ‘con-

spiracy to obstruct justice, or

if Dean committed perjury

~in giving his account of
- ~what-was said. :

March 13, 1973;—~A 75-min-

.executive

“tofs, im-
.. whether: there was'a_ cpver-

NOV Z‘iﬁ

pes: ‘What,

ute meeting between the
President and Dean in
which “silence money” and
clemency were

discussed, according %o

Dean’s testimony. The prose-.

cutors would. like to know

whether the,aPresfdent as

Dean; clalms said; that} rais-
ing $1 tmlhon | to~buy “the
Watergate defendants’
lence was “no problem.”

March 21, 1973—Dean, ac-
cording to his own testi-
mony, told the President in
Haldeman’s presence . that
there was a “cancer growing
on the ‘presidency” and that
massive perjury had been
committed by White House
staff. members. The prosecu-

tors would like- to kno; the ‘
Presiffent’s reaction=*
March 21, 1973——Aga1n

the sole toplc -of “eonversa- |

si- .

tion was- Watetgate and |

Dean has testified that it.
was clear to him. thattheal- i

|

leged -eover- -up would .con-

tinue.- The tapé-is essentlal
accordmg to the prosecu-
“deter m iming

participated in it.

March 22, 1973—A meet- |

ing among Mr.- Nixon, Dean,
Mitchell, Haldeman"- and

Ehrhchman in which, .ac¢- !

, cordlng to testimony by the

esidential advisers,
. thereewas--a  discyssion of -
“che potentla?l ‘problémis’ of
“the Senate committee in-
quiry. The tape, according
to Cox; “is likely to reveal
the rnowledge and motwes_
of 'the participants.” . '

Apul 15,. 1973—The Qon- .
‘troversial meeting between '
“ihe President and Dedti} in
“which Mr. Nixon said he. had )
-been’‘‘joking” on March 13
‘when -he made the remark
about $1 million payoffs to
the defendants. ' :

"Dean estified that heahadw
suspected that:the conversa-
“tion had .beén . taped, and -
that it appeared that the -
“President- asked “leading”.
questioris- to establish a re-
cord.

“If true and accurate, this
[Dean] testimony would in-
dicate an important dimen-

-.sion to the-cover-up conspir-
‘acy,” Cox said. “If false and
misleading, a perjurious in-
justice has been done for
which the grand jury can re-

| turn.an indictment.”

The White House said this
conversation npever ' was
taped - because of ‘malfunc-
tioning - equipment. - Al
“though the.President previ-
ously had told the Justice
Departmiént that he. had a
Dictabelt - ‘recording of ms
own . recollections of the”
méetmg, the White House
on Nov. 12 said it cannot

find the Dictabelt.



