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Fiizsimmons Says
Hoffa Lied About

Union’s Nixon Gifts

Teamsters president Frank
E. Ftzsimmons yesterday
called nis predecessor James
R. Hoffa “a damned liar” for
saying the union gave more
than it reported to President
Nixon’s campaign for re-elec-
tion last year. ‘

Hoffa, in an interview last
week with Newsweek maga-
zine, said he had been told
that campaign -contributions
from officers of the union and
from “friends” in Las Vegas
who had borrowed from Team-
ster pension funds totaled
$60,000 to $70,000.

Newsweek also reported

that, in a deposition given in a|b

lawsuit last summer, Hoffa

\ Newswek said“the: tatal

fairs. Hoffa, who would like to
run for his old job against
Fitzsimmons in the next union
‘election in 1976, is trying in
court to get that provision
thrown out.

Fitzsimmons, who was once -
regarded as a stand-in for
Hoffa but is now his rival, said
Hoffa “has no way of know-
ing”what the union has or has
not done since March, 1967,
when Hoffa went to prison.

Asked if all the Teamsters’
campaign contributions had
been reported, Fitzsimmons
answered, “Absolutely. Every
quarter.” He said that mem-
ers..of ‘the staff of the Sen-

s Watergate committee

put.the total at about $175,000;:

‘questioned him about the mat-
tar twn or thraa
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