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Kissinger Closing Off Dis

By Muirey Marder
Wasmngton Post Staff Writer

Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger yesterday tried to
close off any further public in-
quiry into what he called a
U.S-Soviet “confrontation” in
the Middle East last month
that resulted in a controver-
sial American global military
alert, -

This is no time “to recite .
the €lements of a situation of
_confrontation,” Kissinger told
a neWws conference, “when we
are trylng to calm the situa-
tion.2"

At the time, Oct 25-26, Kis-
singéer and Defense Secretary
- James R. Schlesinger firmly
demed that the two nuclear
superpowers were in a con-
frontation. “I think we were
very far from a confronta-
tion,” ‘Schlesinger said on Oct,
26, when the tension eased.

But later that same day,
President” Nixon told a news
conference, “It was the most
diffiult crisis we have had
since ’che Cuban confrontation

" of 1962.

Klssmger s commients yes-
terday were more in accord
with’the President’s character-
1zat10n of what occurred than
they were with the original
Kissinger and Schlesinger de-
scriptions.

Inwaddltlon to discrepancies
in the accounts given by ad-
ministration officials about
how ‘the: U.S. worldwide alert
was ordered during the night

of Oct. 24-25, there are still sev-

,eral blanks in the sequence

of events officially disclosed.
After the original American

accusations were made, the of-
ficial Soviet news agency,
Tass, charged the United
States with “absurd” attempts
“to- intimidate the  Soviet Un-
ion” by blaming it for provok-
ing the alert.

The American alert, which
caught the U.S. public and the

.|rest of the world by surprise,

aroused speculation that the
Nixon administration may
have deliberately over-reacted
to a Soviet bluff to muffle do-
mestic turmoil over the Water-
gate furor.

The previous weekend Presi-
dent Nixon had ousted Water-
gate Special Prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox, which triggered the
resignations of Attorney Gen-
eral Elliot L. Richardson and
his deputy, William D. Ruck-
elshaus.

Many TU.S. officials and
members of Congress be-
lieved, then and now, that the
Soviet Union may have been
trying to put pressure on the
United States in the Middle
East crisis to test its ability to
react during the Watergate
turmoil. Top administration
officials insist that the danger
of unilateral Soviet interven-
tion in the Arab-Israeli war
was real, not imaginary or
magnified to counter the
Watergate impact.

In retrospect, however,
some :officials believe the
United States over-reacted by
setting off a public worldwide

alarm by a sensational mili-
tary alert, rather than a more

limited alerting . of selected
military forces.

Kissinger repeatedly de-
clined yesterday to review
publicly the events surround-
ing the U.S. alert, which in-
cluded several messages from
Soviet Communist Party chief
Leonid I. Brezhnev. In the
most critical message, deliv-
ered by Soviet Ambassador
Anatoliy F. Dobrynin about 10
p-m. Oct. 24, Brezhnev repcrt-
edly called on the TUnited
States urgently to join the So-
viet Union in sending military
forces to halt and roll back Is-
raeli troops that were then en-
circling Egypt’s 3d Army on
both banks of the Suez Canal.

If the United States de-
clined to join in dispatching
military forces, Brezhnev is
reported to have said, in what
was construed in the White
House as the most ominous
portion of the message, the
Soviet  Union “may  be
obliged” or “will be obliged”
to consider “acting alone.”
The actual language of the
full Brezhnev message has not
been disclosed.

Kissinger,in first comment-
ing on the Soviet message at a
news conference on Oct. 25,
promised newsmen that within
a week” he would “put the

JAMES SCHLESINGER
. . . had denied ecrisis

facts before you.}” He said-
then, with emotion, “there has
to be a minimum of confi-

dence that the senior officials
of the American government
are not playing with the lives
of the American people.”

With that deadline long
gone, Kissinger said yesterday
that “quite frankly, I regret-
ted” promising such a disclo-
sure. |

Kissinger said: i

“As we are now moving to-
ward  peace negotiations,




cussion

which we expect to conduect
with the cooperation of the
Soviet Union, I do not believe
any useful purpose would be
served if the United States re-
cited confidential communica-
tions that had taken place and
tried to recreate an episode of

confrontation that hopefully
has been transcended.”

He said he had given “an ac-
count of these events” to the
Senate  Foreign Relations
Committee, the Senate Armed

Services Committee and the:

House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, plus “some account to
the press...”

When Kissinger was asked
if his original pledge to make
the record public was de-
signed to quell “American do-
mestic turbulence” over the
global alert, he replied with a
grin, avoiding a direct reply,
“It’s a mistake to assume that
everything that is said in a
‘press conference is fully con-
sidered.”

Asked to explain why his
original - characterization of
what had  happened and the
;President’s differed so much,
with Kissinger = disclaiming
there was any U.S.-Soviet
“confrontation” or a “missile
crisis type of situation,” Kis-
singer said, “I saw no purpose

on ‘Confrontation’

at that time to stress the as-
pects 'of confrontation.”
Kissinger said President
Nixon “described his judg-
ment of the seriousness of the
event had it occurred.” By con-
trast, Kissinger said, he at the
time, was attempting “to in-
fluence a conciliatory attitude
in the decisions that were to
be taken.” Just after his press

conference Oct. 25, sdid Kis-

singer, he learned thar the
UN Security Council had
agreed on a resolution that
excluded Soviet and American
troops from the peace-keeping
force to be sent to the battle
zone. With that, the risk of
unilateral Soviet military in-
tervention subsided.

In a press conference here
yesterday, Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Abba Eban agreed that
there was a “definite, authen-
tic, real and imminent danger”
of Soviet intervention at the
time the United States order-
ed its global military alert.
Eban said, “If the U.S. re-
sponse had been any less
clear . .. we would have faced
the contingency with all it
means for the fate of Europe
and the international peace
. . . It was dispelled by the
American response.”

In the sequence of events re-

sulting in the U.S. alert, Kis-

singer went to Moscow on Oct.
20, and in two days of negotia-
tions reached agreement on a
U.S.-Soviet call for an imme-
diate cease-fire. At that poin?
the fortunes of war were shift-

ing suddenly and the Soviet

Urion’s client, Egypt, was com-
ing wunder intense pressure
from Israeli troops, which had
crossed the Suez: Canal and
were raising a risk of encircl-
ing Egypt’s 3d Army.

The U.S.-Soviet accord
brought a Security Council
resolution calling for an im-

mediate cease-fire on Oct. 22.

But Egypt and Israel each ac-
cused the other of breaching
that cease-fire, and Israeli
forces swept on to cut off the
3d Army. .
It was at that point that So-
viet alarm soared, perhaps,
some U.S. officials suggest,
with the suspicion that Kis-
singer, who went to Tel Aviv
from Moscow, may have been
secretly encouraging Israeli
forces to advance. On Oct. 19,
President Nixon publicly had
asked Congress for an unusual
$2.2 billion in emergency arms
aid for Israel.
"U.S. intelligence experts,
during this period, were close-
ly watching a heavy buildup of

Soviet naval forces in the Med-
iterranean, plus possible move-
ment of some 50,000 Soviet air-
borne forces which had been
placed on alert days earlier.

As Israeli military forces
pressed their attack on Egypt’s
3d Army, U.S. intelligence re-
ported that some additional
Soviet army -and transport
units  were placed on - alert,
and there was a sudden drop-
off of Soviet AN-22 transport
planes flying into Cairo. That
aroused U.S. suspicion that
the
preparing to use its planes to
bring paratroops into the bat-
tle on the Egyptian side.

The ' urgent warning from
Brezhnev, which. arrived in
Washington at that juncture,
produced official fears  that
Soviet intervention might be
imminent. Defense Secretary
Schlesinger said on Oct. 26
that “there were mixed reac-
tions and different assess-
ments of the probability,” but
enough to justify ordering a

'Condition 3 alert (on a scale

of 1to 5) as a “precaution.”
The circumstances under

which the alert was actually

ordered, however, appear to

‘have been unusual, and Kis-

singer declined to amplify on
them yesterday. ’

Soviet Union - might be -



