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Sidestepping a tough deci-
‘sion, the Senate Judiciary
Committee agreed yester-
day to let the full Senate
judge the constitutionality of
the nomination of Senator
William B. Saxbe (Rep-
Ohio) as attorney general.

The committee re com- .

mended neither approval

-nor disapproval of a bill de-
signed to remove a constitu-
tional impediment to
Saxbe’s nomination.

The bill would lower the
attorney general’s salary
until 1975 from its present
$60,000 to its -old level of
$35,000. A senator is paid
$42,500,

The purpose is to get

around the constitutional pro-
vision that no member of

Congress can be appointed - ¢
. the State Bar of California
called upon the State’s Con- .

to a civil office if that of-
fice’s salary was raised duyr-
ing his term. Saxhe’s Senate
term ends in January, 1975.

The Senate scheduled de-
-bate on the bill for next
week following action on the
nomination of Representa-
tive Gerald R. Ford (Rep-
Mich.) to become vice presi-
dent. The House must also
act on the bill,

Senate Democratic W}up
Robert C. Byrd of West Vir-
ginia said he would oppose
the Dbill on the grounds it is
not a constitutionally accept-

able solution. He argues the
constitutional bar to Saxbe
is “‘so clear that it can’t be
waived.”

Byrd emphasized his oppo-
sition was not personal. But
he refrained from express-
ing judgment on Saxhe’s
nomination.

But the expectation was
that the bill would pass with
the support of nearly all
43 Senate Republicans and
enough Democrats to ensure
a majority.

i Chronic!e

NOV 2 1 1973

ull Senate to Consuder
he Saxbe Nomination.

Senator John Tower (Rep—
Tex.), chairman of the sen-
ate GOP Policy Committee,
said the thought the bhill
would ‘“‘ultimately pass?’-and
that -Saxbe would be con-
firmed by the Senate. He

called the constltu‘qonal
provision ‘“‘an anachlton-
ism.” v gl

Saxe has told reporters he
is a futalist. “If I'm destined
to he attorney general, it'll
work out,”” he said..
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atergate Stand
By the State Bar

The Board of Governors of

gressional delegation yes-
terday to press for an inde-
pendent special prosecutor
in the Watergate investiga-
tion.

- In'a telegram sent to each
California member of Con-
gress, the board noted that
Leon Jaworski, appointed
special prosecutor by Presi-
dent Niixon, is an “able and
experienced lawver.”
Nevertheless the wire
said,” we

recommend-
strongly the appointment of

a special prosecutor tptaﬂy
independent of the persons
and agencies he is to m‘t eqi i-
gate.

“An attorney appomted by
the President or any other
member of the executive
branch is confronted with a
potential iif not actual con-
fliet of interest.

“It is just as important to
all concerned that there: not
only be jutices but the ap-
pearance of justice. Anv
limitation placed on an
objective impartial shehiry
would tend to frustrate thlt
legitimate goal.”




