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President Nixon’s whirlwind

week of meetings with con-
gressional Republicans over
the scandals laid to the White
House could come *back to
haunt him. :

That at least is the view of

Rep. Charles W. Whalen (R-
Ohio) who said that Mr, Nix-
on’s explanations at times
failed to deal with the ques-
tions put to him in the closed
sessions and at times seemed
to contradict what is already
public reeord, including testi-
mony given under.oath, ‘
Voicing frustration with the
session he attended last week,
Whalen said it reminded him
of'a piano-playing exercise.
“My wife plays the piano,”
he said, “and I guess there’s
this exercise called ‘fingering

the piano.’ You just run your-

fingers. over the keyboard
without hitting.the keys.

“That’s what we’ve been do-

ing this week—fingering the

keys - without really  hitting
them.”
Whalen based his remarks

on a breakfast session he at-
tended with 27 -other House -

Republicans Friday morning—
Mr. Nixon’s final one of the

week with members of -Con-

gress in what White House
aides have called a deter-
mined campaign “to set the
record straight.”

At the Friday session, how-
ever, according to reports
from Whalen and others, Mr.
Nixon seemed to be contradic-
ting the testimony under oath
that former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell gave in 1972
about dealings involving the
International Telephone an
Telegraph Corp. y

Whalen, who took notes at
the meeting, said the Presi-
dent was asked about his or-

" ' See NIXON, Al14; Col. 1

£ Nixon’s

" Well i who

E’; 'NIXON, From Al -

g'él'ing then-Dmuuty ‘Attorney
General Richard . G. Klein-
Ghenst in April of 19710 drop

fite court appeal of an U.S. an-

~ firust case gainst ITT.

Q;Wllen news of that came out
;;ﬁ;.st month, the White House
@cknowledged that Mr. Nixon
Had -intervened. but that he
§¥ithdrew his objections “when

were subsequently explained
-himin greater detail.”

ten-Attorney - General

fre appeal were pursued.

B cluded verbatim quotes, said
%lr. Nixon~then  told how he

’ ggreod‘ that the appeal should|.

e taken “and in the mean-

: dme, we'll try to work out a

givestiture” of some' of ITT’s
ﬁpldingsn

i.This; Mr. Nixon reportedly
idded, was precisely what hap-
pened. “ITT stock went down

1D points,” he was reported as
‘jecalling Friday.

©“Mitchell, however, had dis-

flie specific facts of the appeal|

The:.President rindicated to{Vernon W. Thomson of. Wis-
e House Republicans that|consin whether he hadn’t bro-
nc explanation came  from |ken his word about the Water-
Mite-|gate investigations by order-
~told” ~him ° that|ing the dismissal last month of ;
leindienst will quit” unless Watergate Special Proseculor

- .
'+ Whalen, who said his notes|
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work for one of the big con-
glomerate’s subsidiaries.

“The President has never
talked to me about any anti-
trust case. that was in the de- |
partment,” Mitchell told the
Senate Judiciary Committee
on March 14, 1972. « . . . Spe-
cifically, with respect to ITT
or any other (particular,
antitrust) litigation, no, I have ’
never talked to the President
about it.”

At another point during the
Friday breakfast session, the !
{President was asked by Rep. |

Archibald Cox.

Whalen said Mr. Nixon gave
this account of Cox’s ouster on ‘
Baturday, Oct. 20: |
“Cox changed [his] mind on
Friday night because of lack
of confiderice in Stennis. We
didn’t know until Saturday
he’d changed his mind.”.

In fact, Cox had already in-
formed White House lawyer
Charles Alan Wright—in'a let-

ter delivered that Friday
morning, Oct. 19—that he
“could ‘not conscientiously

o fualified himself in April of

©69 from antitrust cases
[gainst. ITT hecause his for-

: ;rer law firm had done legal

Ba il

agree” to the demands that
Wright had put to him over
the telephone the night be-
fore, on Oct. 18. .
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