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Miss Woods Says Tapes

Contain Inaudible Parts

: By W/ARREN WEAVER Jr, R

i Special ito The New York Times ot [
WASHINGTON, Nov. 8—President Nixon’s personal sec-
‘yetary, Rose Mary Woods, said today that some of the tape
recordings of White House conversations are of such poor

quality that the President and {worked for mr. Nixon for more
his visitors are -inaudible or than 22 years in public and pri-
drowned out by extraneous Vate: life, sprinkled her testi-
hoises & " mony with some insights into

il the President’s habits, candid

Miss Woods told Federal Dis- 10bservations on her own court
trict :Judge John J. Sirica .that performance, and, as the ques-

she had been unable to prepare .tions continued, some expres-

; ‘ ne (Sions of irritation.
a full transcript of the tape: i Jill Vollner, an assistant

j|subpoenaed by the Watergate ‘special prosecutor, asked: Miss

ings were so difficult to under-
= ¢t any of the White House tapes

stand. s e adah, R il h d
bt R ~ ot while she. attempted to tran-
The quality is very ba B0 ovibe Therm, :

‘ some, de»pepdir:ig on the rfoom, “Everyone said to me: ‘Be
she reported. “There are a lot terribly “careful,” she’ replied.
of funny things. If the Presi- “I don’t think I'm so stupid
{dent puts his feet up on the that they had to go over and
desk, it sounds like a bomb OVer lttz 1 L, svery pessible,
e P, - ahoe» precaution. . N
hitting you right in the ears. “What precaution?” Miss'
Speculation Over Value - Vollner inquired. )

At = various points,

Miss - I used my head, the only
Woods explained, the tapes are grr:: I:;%:gkusg’. Miss WOOdSi
obscured by the noise of dishes ° PPC P 01 }
being picked up, the President ~_Ome Meeting in 30 Hours
whistling, his guests shuffling ?&hfhatﬁges‘ldsglt.;, %Sigfelj?rz!
their: feet during lulls in the ;5& £ Gua Tty O [RE: TS,

. . ! tape - she attempted to tran-|
conversation and a band play- |scribe, in a cottage at Camp
ling outside the White House. ‘|David on Sept. 29, was so bad

Miss Woods, who also has |that it took her more than 30
the title of executive assistant|lours for a meeting that the
.to the President, was asked by§~ Sehite House logs list 2% lasting,
‘Mr. Nixon late in September to

'|prosecutors because the record: Woods if she had taken some|
precautions to avoid. erasing| -

90 minutes. j
H. R. Haldeman, former:
transcribe the tapes. Her testi-
mony today aroused immediate
speculation over the value of
the tapes as evidence for the

“ontinued on Page 22, Column 2

Continued From Page 1, Col. 2
Watergate grand jury. ; s

During her appearance; Mis

Woods spiked a day-old report|

that she had discovered a ‘“‘gap”
in the tape of an April 16 con-
versation between the President
and John W. Dean 3d, then Mr.
Nixon’s counsel. John €. Ben-
nett,” deputy assistant to. the

President, quoted Miss Woods|:

to that effect yesterday.

Just before she left the White
House for court this morning,
ithe witness ‘said, J. Fred Buz-
‘hardt Jr., special counsel to the
President, found a tape cover-
'ing the first part of that day,
including the Nixon-Dean meet-
ing. . g

“Are you satisfied there is
no gap in the tapes?”’ Samuel
J. Powers, a White House ‘at-
torney, asked Miss Woods.

“Perfectly satisfied,” she
jreplied. )
I Miss Woods, who has

White House chief of staff,
characterized the quality of
one of the tapes he had heard
as “quite adequate for getting
‘{a report of the conversation”
‘despite some “ups and downs”
and “some bad intervals.” Mr.:
Halderran, tanned, with his!

once-short hair combed back: |

over a bald spot, testified
. under subpoena by the Water-
gate prosecution.
. Mr. Haldeman, who resigned
- under pressure during the Sen-
- ate Watergate hearings, said he’
- thought he had returned 22,
! tapes on April 26, the same day
* he took them out. The Secret
|Service -logs indicated, how-
‘lever, that the tapes were not
»lreturn-ed until May 2.

Mr. Haldeman said that the|
one tape he listened to involved
a conversation on March 21
between the President and Mr.
Dean. Mr. Nixon had asked him
:to  review “specific © points
‘raised in the meeting,” the
former White House official.
rsaid. .
| Miss Woods’s testimony
‘raised an apparent discrepancy
lin White House testimony. She|
' said she had been given eight|
‘tapes for the Sept. 28-29 work-
ing weekend at Camp David.
Stephen B. Bull, a Presidential
.aide, said earlier this week that

- :could not get every word.”

The New York Times
H. R. Haldeman arriving
at court in Washington.
13 tapes had been taken to the
mountain retreat.
Prosecution Undecided

sistant special prosecutor, told
Judge Sirica. in midafternoon

not decided whether to accept
or reject the White House .con-
tention that two of the nine
originally subpoenaed conversa-|
‘tions had never been recorded.
| The prosecution lawyer said
he might propose later in the
proceedings that some of the

inals -placed in Judge Sirica’s
custody. The judge has indicat-
ed it might be another month
‘before the White House turns
.over the tapes to him for
‘screening, .pursuant to Federal
court order. :
. When the fact-finding hear-
ings continue next week, both
‘the White House and the Water-
gate prosecutors are expected
to call technical electronics ex-
perts to testify on the malfunc-
tioning of recording equipment
and the editing of tape.
Under questioning by Mr. |
Powers, Miss Woods denied
that she had edited or changed
the tapes or added words when
she was typing them up. She
observed, however, that “I

| Early in her two hours on
Ithe witness stand, Miss Woods
observed: “I hope I'm doing

Richard Ben-Veniste, an as-|

that the prosecution force had

tapes be copied and the orig-|’

'this right, T've never been in
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111&14@5 clear that "the one tape”
the one tap of the 22 that

saldeman said he listened to.

=
=
(]

coyrt’ before.” Later, in re-
spgnse to a guestion about her
mévements mgthe White House
caffiier this year, She said: “I
don’t know what happened last
week, much less on June 4.”
Asked about the President’s
files, she observed: ‘“He’s a
saver. He saves menus
dinners — small thmgs
gives us those to file.”
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Rose Mary Woods, the President’s personal secretary,

arriving at court to testify about Presidential tapes,



