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NEW YORK, Nov. 6
Robert L. Vesco, the finan-
cier indicted three times
who has been a fugltlveg:
from the United States for
five months, was arrested at'“'
- 1:25 this afternoon in hlS 0
fice at the Bahamas Co
monwealth Bank i in Nassau.

An arrest warrant, based:
on an extradltlon Teques
from the U.S. Department
of State, had been issued se-
veral hours earlier by Ma§ ;
istrate'E. E. Osadebam;%gi
was served by two
tives of the Bahamian pohce
force.

Vesco was brought before
Osadebay and an
tion hearmg was set for'2:
p.m,_next Tuesday, Vesco
was accompanied by two Ba-
hamagian attorneys.

Vesco according

+ chairman.
- alleges:that the money was

used by Vesco to buy stock
< for Bis. personal ‘henefit
Whil yrete11d1ng “that “the

: 5q§VEsco A2, Col. 1

: VESCO, From A1

OOOO had been a legiti-
mate .corporate expense.
Whether Vesco, if extradi-
~‘ted, will be able to testify in
the' Mitchell-Stans ‘trial is
-still not known. Government

~«would first have to be tried
on the charge for which he
was extradited, the: alleged
$50 000 fraud.

 Mitchell and Stans are
_scheduled to be tried Jag .

ext Tuesday, the merits of

the fraud charge will not be

examined. The only issue, a

State Department official

said today, is  whether

fthere is probable cause to

‘believe the fugmve has com-

mitted the crime with 'whmh

he is charged.”

U.s. extradmon

Hfreaty Wlth the United King-

; dom, under. which Bahama-

man law is covered, will
‘mean that the Unlted States
will hire, Bahamian lawyers
to represent it in court next

Tuesday.

. If Magistrate Ossdehay
orders Vesco extradited, un-
der Bahamina law he will be
able to appeal the order. Fi.

' nal appeal would be to the
British Privy Council.

Today’s arrest of Vesco
caps a months-long effort by
the American government
to get Vesco back to the
Unite States, either from
Nassau, his business base,

. or hom Costa Rica, whele

© his family lives. .
No attempt was made to

extradite him after he was

indicted along with Mitehell,

Stans and Sears on May 11.
But, after he was indicted

later in the spring for at-

tempted fraud in connection
with-the SEC case late last

' spring, the State Depart-

oner
Salathiel Thompson, - s rren-
dered all his travel docu—
ments, mcludmg 0]
had’ been -issued |
Costa Rica. The S

ican passport last sum 1€

Osadebay set bon |
Vesco at  $75,000, which
Vesco pr omptly met, and or-
dered him not to leave the
Bahamas.

The e‘mddxnon request
was based on an indictment
for ‘fraud unsealed in New
York last Wednesday

Thet indictment, handed
up on_ July 20, is not.: cph-
nected with Vesco’s role in
the case of former Nixon
Cabinét officers John N,
,Mltchell and Maurice * H. !
bﬁ@ . Vesco was indicted
with them as well as New
Tersey p011t1c1an Harry L.,
Sears, on May 11.

'I‘he earlier mdlctment oo + :
charged Vesco with making ment S?U‘%h ¥ 1/}1 s
a secret $200,000 cash pay- extradition from
ot tomre, Noon seclee tho Banamas and

r o
from Costa Rica.

Mitehell’s and Stans’ help in
obstructmg an investigation .
of Vesco’s business activities
by the Securities and Ex-j
change Commission.

‘The fraud charge unde®®
wh.u;h Vesco was arrested
‘today grd]qg aut of the SEC ,
case, in. w 1ch Vesco is ac-.
‘cused “of nnsapprnpnatmg

i Corp.;sof which Vesco ‘'was
The government -

attorneys here said that he

. At the extradition hearlng .

a
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'I'I;Lg: Ba,hamlan govern-

. ment, hoWever was not sure

that the charge for which

Vesco had.been indicted was
an extraditable offense un-
der this country’s ‘treaty
‘with the United Kingdom.
The Costa Rican Supreme
Court turned down the
United States’ request. @

Bahamian officials asked
the State Department for
more information about the
indictment.

After the new indictment .
was unsealed last Wedne-
day, American Ambassador
Ronald Speyers presented,
at 10 am. the followmg
mormng, more than -
pages of material to the Ba—
harruan government .request-
ing extradﬁ;wn ‘on the new
charge,

The material was handed
to Paul Adderley, minister
of external affairs and attor-
ney general. Adderley then
started a process of the Ba-
hamiansgoverniment’s exam-
ining the case to test .
whether Vesco could be-
tradited. That process was
completed this morning
with the issuance of Magis-
trate Ossdebay’s arrest war-
rant.

State Department off1c1als
said today that because of
secrecy . needed so that
Vesco would not flee Nas-
sau, neither they nor Ad-
derly could respond over
the weekend to report that
the. U.S. government had
been lax in meeting the re-
quest for more data by Ba-
hamian officials.
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