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Former White House Counsel John

W. Dean III has told prosecutors that
i he dEStroyed potenmal Watergate evi-
| dence he found in President leons

' persemakﬂnancml file last Januargin

the -White House during the original
Watergate trial, a prosecutor disclosed
yesterday.

~
The evidence consisted of two note- °

books kept by Watergate conspirator
E. Howard Hunt, who has said they.

! contamed names and addresses of per-
sons involved in the Water gate scan-
dal.

gon pape

defendant Daniel Ellsberg’s psychia-
trist.. Dean has also told prosecutors”

that he found an address hook -at the
same” time, and threw it into' a waste-
. basket because he thought it came out
of Hunt’s safe as well.

The notebooks were part of the con-

tents of Hunt’s White House safe that

was -cleaned out under. Dean’s super-

vision two days afer the, Wafezwate
break-in in-June, 1972.
Dean earlier testLﬂed publicly that

-found:
ffatcrs, w1th the exceptxon of

FBI d]l’eCtOI' Patrick L. Gray III. Gray
said in April that he kept the docu-
ments for six months and ﬂlen de-
stroyed them.

Richard Ben-Veniste, Watergate as-.

sistant prosecutor, announced to U
.District Chief Judge John J. S
yesterday that Dean told members of
the prosecution staff last: Frxd/z?zmat

he .found the Huntinotebooks the
préesident’s personal estate file Ain Jan-
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ned over all, of, the documents"‘i
he tur ver all ot .

velopes that he gave directly to: actmg
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uary. The ‘original Wltergate
trial was in process at. the
time, and the notebooks -
could ho.ve .been used as
evidence in the prosecutjon
of that case.

... Court._ source5 also - d!s-
closed yesterday that Dean; -
in the presence of .two other -

_White.-House_aides- denied _
a month before the . trial
that the two notebooks ex-
isted. . That denial. came in
a lengthy meeting, during
which a .prosecutor de-
scribed to - Dean . in detail
the .contents of . the note-
books - they . were. seeking.
sources said. :

The notebookx were im-
portant, according to Hunt,
“because -they could have
been -used to support a de-
fense .that he .thought the
Watergate operation was le- .
‘gal-because it had been -ap-
-proved by high guvernment
ofﬁcialx :

Prosecutor Ben»Veniste
'said Dean déscribed the file

in which -the potential evi-

‘dence was found as-a folder -
containing information on

. the President’s tax and es-
. tate matters.

He said that while Dean
"has not said that he put the
notebooks in the file, “it is
faft to' assume- that he |
(Dean) put. them there.” He
said Dean  maintained the
ﬂle for the President.

“"In response to a thlng-
ton Post reporter’s qiiery, a
White House spokgsman_
sald, “The President did not
know 'that "the notebooks:
‘were in his estate file.” The
spokesman would not com-
ment further, - ' - | '

*‘Ben-Veniste. told- Judge.

. Sirica“that ‘the information

about the notebooks:wasre-
ceived as'a resulf of contin-
ued questionlng of Dean by
the Watergate. prosecution
- dtaff after his. guilty pleu
w:s entered last ‘month.
“He'said Dean’ told ; prooecu
tors that he diq not look.at
the books in detail beféré he
destroyed them; hut merely -
saw they contalned hand- .
writing and re¢ognized them
as'toming from Hunt's safe.” '

quest- by convicted.
'_gate conspirator. James W.,

J altozetber.

. Prosecution sources: nave
said that ‘Dean’s continued
.cooperation 'is expected . :to

'produce further information
“on_ the ‘Watergate. scandal
| that - has ‘remained undis-
. tlosed despite: his lengthy’

testimony before the Senste
Watergnte committee. v
~'The diselosure of the de-

-Myed tevidence came at

the bezinnlng of a_hearing

before: Judge Sirica on mo-
tions by Hunt and. four Mi-

_ami defendants.to withdraw

their. guilty ‘pleas, and .a re- .

“Water-

_‘Mccord Jr.for'a new trial.

Sidney 'S. *Sachs, ‘Hurit’'s

dattorney, sald the latest dis-

clmure -of;, government evi- |

dénce ‘was further proof

charges against -his
dlnniued g

élient thould be

:*These pmceed!nzs are ‘2.

-nbotlrtudmdeomxp-

tltm," Sachi said, “As eaCh
day passes; it .becomes
clearer that this goes to the
- very top 'of - the govem-
ment.”

. Attorney Daniel Schultz
who represents conspiratou-s
Bernard . Barker,
- Martinez, ergﬂio Gonzalez
-and Frank Sturgis;. -argued
his clients’. poxitlon that

Eugenfo . - -

v

= mcjy—anoum ne-mwweu"'w—*

‘withdraw ‘their pleas ‘be-
‘cause they. thought - the
break-in was a_ legitimate

government’ intelligence op-‘

eration.

Schultz* described  His

clients as “good soldiers” °

who were led by Hunt, “a
man representing the gov-
ernment ... working in the
White House P~

Bernard Fensterwald the .
ntbomey ‘representing Me- -

Cord, said hi client should
get a new trial for many rea-
,/sohs. “Justice has - been 50
‘offended (in this case), that
T belfeve Mr. McCord should
bedacqultted P Fensterwald
sal

In response to each argu-

ment by the defense attor-

neys, prosecutors‘ said the
basic fact in each case is the

same: The defendants wete.
found inside the Democratlc

offices, and are guilty.

Judge Sirica took the" n'ro‘
tions under advisement, lnd
said he would issue a rulinl
by the end of the week. . L

If he denies the mot!orﬁA

"he said, the defendants
be tinally sentenced on PG

day. at 10 am. They h::g_

"been . strving provisio
sentences of 35 years, birf
Judge Sirica has mndu’i

. clear that their final .

. tences will be substanﬂlﬁ:v
shorter,. | e

In another court devel
ment ' yesterday, . the U
Court of Appeals .told Jui

Sirica- to ,issue - a writtén -

statement of, reasons withiy
- six- . days. explainlng
-Hunt and. the fOur M
. defendants cannot be ou ﬁg
bond pending final sen
ing. Sirica denied e’ m
;. to ‘that effe onlly
' 'thm a week T
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