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Ervin Bill
l .

On Court's
Jurisdiction
Washington

Senator Sam. J. Ervin
Jr.  (Dem-N.C.) introd-
uced a bill yesterday that
would. give the U.S. Dis-
trict Court here jurisdic-
tion over suits by Con-
gress that seek executive

branch information, in-
cluding tape recordings of

President Nixon’s conver-
sations. :

Ervin is chairman of the |

Senate Watergate commit-

tee, which is seeking those ,
tapes and other presidential ;

documents.
It is appealing a decision
by Chief U.S. District Judge

John J. Sirica that he could |

not.rule on the issue because
the committee lacked jurisd-
iction to sue.

Ervin also Introduced a
Senate resolution making

clear that in suing to obtain
the tapes the committee act- |

ed for the entire Senate and
in accordance with the man-
date it was given when it
was created to investigate

the conduct of the 1972 presi-

dential election.

' R
court does have _]ur1s-d1ct10nl
1

The  resolution would put |
the “Senate on record as ap- |
proving and ratifying the
Watergate committee’s ac-
tions. ;

In a speech to the Senate,
Ervin also endorsed legisla-
tion putting the new Water-
gate special prosecutor un-
der the control of Judge Siri-
ca_.and the courts and out-
side “the control of either

Congress or the White
House. )
] think the fime has

come to restore the confid-
ence of the American people
in our system of justice,”
Ervin said.

The Ervin bill would give
either house of Congress or
any -authorized congression-
al committee the power to
sue ‘““to enforce or secure a
declaration concerning the
validity of any subpoena or
order” duly issued against|
any officer or employee of |
the execltive branch, *“in-
cluding the president and!
vice president.” |

Ervin said the Watergatez’
committee  believes the|

in the case and that it would
eventually win on appeal.
“But this bill removes any‘
doubt that the bill is proper-
1y before the court,” Ervin
said. |
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