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Washington .

President leon learned that two key Water Uatc

conversations were missing’ from the

hite ﬁouse

tape recordings more than a month befor his lawyers
admitted the fact in couxt a presidential 'aide testified

vesterday. |
Stephen Bull aspecxalas

sistant to the Plesldent told

a U:S. District Court hear-
ing that he had arranged on

September 29 for Mr, Nixon

10 hear a §§r1es of tape@ and

“‘at that time it was appa1
ent that two conversations
that had been requfgsbec
were not on the tapes plov
ided to me.”

““Who told you the conve1
sations were not there" ’
‘Douglas Parker, a. White
House attorney, asked the
witness he had called to the
stand. : 2

Ultxmately, the P1 esi-
dent,” Bull replied. -

It swas not until Tuesday,A
of this week, that the White
Hoouse 1nformed Judge.

John J. Sirica at a private

conferehce that the conver-'

sations had not been record-
ed. i

DEVELOPMENTS

In the continuing controv-
ersy - over the tapes sought

as evidence by the Water- .

gate grand jury, there were
these further developments:

e Deputy White House

press secretary Gerald War-
ren announced .in Kev Bis:
cayne, Fla., that the Presi-
dent- wou]d turn over to Siri-
ca a personal memorandum
that Mr. Nixon dictated af-
ter an April 15 méeting with
John W. Dean III, his form-
er Gounsel one of the two
conversatwns the . Presi-
dent’s “1awyers now say went
unrecorded.

poena reguesung tnat parti-
cular tape ‘
“SAFE :

Bull testified that on two
occasions in April: and May
of this yearjilie had taken 22
tapes out of the executlve

e Bull acknowledged that -

1%
dated ‘around Ap111 152 for

J. Fred Buzhardt, special
counsel to the President, He
said he had “‘refreshed his
recollection” during the last
few days and now believed
the “tape had been dated
March 20.

@ Bull saidhe had wptten

“Pa1t 1” on the box contain--

ing" a tape that ran out on

April 15, before the leon— )

Dean meeting was held on
the’ assumption that “there
had to be another reel’”” re-
cording the rest of the day.

‘The White House now denies
that. any “Part 2~ eveléex- ‘

. isted. . &

¢ The special Wateléate
prosecution force reported
that H. R. Haldeman
er White House.
staff, had been subpoenaed

" Back Page, Col. 5
From Pége L ,
and Would testlfy at thé i

TALKS ¥ ~¢

The two nonexistent re-
cordings covered the April
15 meeting  between the

President and Dean and-a

telephone call on June 20,
1972, from the President to
John N. Mitchell, the forme1
attorney general who w
then managing his
election campalgn
These" weré amon
nine recordings that Archi-

re-

_office bulldlpg safe and giv-
en them .to-Haldeman, the .
first time overnight, the se-
cond for nearly a week.

It become clear in yester-
day’s session’ thategwhat Siri-
ca called “more or iess of a

. Watergate grand ju

ape}
: hearmgb next Thursday i

Nixon.to submit them

a judicial screening. ey
were regarded as crltlcall‘y
“important to the investiga-
tion of the burglary of De-
moeratlc National Commit-
tee | eadquarters on June 17,
1972, and the ensuing cover-
up.

The memorandum con-
taining Mr. Nixon’s version
of the April-15 meeting with
Dean will be given to Sirica

““if nﬁs relevant, 2

paltles‘ agree to
I confidentiality.

LISTENING

June 4, before the existence

of the tapes was known out- -

side the White House, the,
President had spent 10 to 12
hours reviewing selecte d
conversations of 20 of them

(The

ington Post had carried Sto- |
ries telling what Dean Would
say before the Senate Water- -
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Bull also said that,‘
* 252he had been reque
have a tape flown to .
_ President in California but
that .o courier flight had
been available. As a result,
he had the tape played for
Buzhard’L who phoned a
summary to the West Coast.

Describing  his interview -

with Senate Watergate com-
mittee investigators about
the date of this tape, Bull
said: ““Initially, I could not
recall the tape. After consi-
derable prodding, I hazard-

Warren! ed a guess that it may have
d if all; been around April 15,” ‘the
pect its| date of the missing Dean

.conversation.
‘At a White House press

" & War-
Bull, told the court that’ bueflna tWO d;\VS 290,

ren .maintained that it had
been ‘a March 20 tape and
Bull said he had read the
transcript of that press
briefing and changed his re-
collection. He said yesterdav

previous day the | was March 20.”
New York Times-and Wash-

he was ‘“‘educated that it
TESTIMONY
_'Records of the  Senate

Watergate  committee 'con-

gate committee about: the i firm that Bull had cflven in-

coverup. )

Federal ‘prose’cu-bor ‘
chard Benveniste then tr
and failed in an effort’ to
have- Sirica order that an-
other White House tape

- tl‘l‘at recorded on June —.be

iproduced for the hearing.
'**\f"‘Because White IIouse
equlpment st111 was rec01d-

ing premdentlal
_tions.on June 4, B ste
‘asked that Smca require-
that the tape for that day he
played on the chance that it

might - disclose the April 15

tape as it existed then.
In effect, Benveniste want-

ed a tape made June 4ofthe |

April 15 tape.

White House la\\yer J.

Fred Buzhardt told the

judge that “I don’t have the

disclose any more tapes.”
“Siricat told Benven-

: wte “Tydon’t think I can re-
* quire them to dothls T

fact-finding situation” was
Gomg to be a fairly extengive
series of hearings. Benve{:
mste announced the names
of e1ght witnesses ‘he plan-

‘ April . 15"

+"authority from the President

|

“around
“the

the
date for:
« tape in quesion.

‘ Bull’s testimony address-
t

| vestigators

ed another question —-the
“Part 17
‘an

cryptic. notation

on the hox containing

. April 15 tape. The notation -

led to speculation that there
might be a second part con-
taining - a conversation with
: Dean. . ;
 Bull was " shown the tape
box and asked whether he
recognized the writing.
“Yes. I do,” he said.
“That’s my handwriting.”
He said he put “‘Part 1” on
the box December 25% ‘be-
cause “it was a backup re-
corder and there would Have
- been a‘part two.” he said.
‘Bull also gave his explana-
tign tm a Roman numeral
one on the April 15 tape box
by sa, 'ng it was placed
there by ‘someone else to
match’ up with the letter “i”
in a Senate committee sub—

ned to call after the white
House; hasiicompleted pre-
ség;tmgm caSe»zmex.t -'week
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT STEPHEN BULL
, He testified before Judge John Sirica



