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Sen. Vllham B. Sa;\be (R-
~ Ohio) said yesterday after a
~ lengthy meeting with Presi-
‘dent. Nixon ..that ‘he was
“relatively sure” the Presi-
dent would nominate him to
be the next l\ttomey Gen-
eral;

Saxbe met with the Presi-

dent for more than an“hour

to diseuss,.pro and con, the
proposal’ that he be hamed
to succeed Elliot L. Rn,hal d-
son, who resigned Oct. 20.

Later in the day, the sena-
tor returned to the White
House to meet with acting
Attorney General Robert H.
Bork.

Asked why he was willing
to work with the President
after ‘having criticized him
on numerous  occasions,
Saxbe said:

“I have been around here
five years, bitching about
what I would do if I had the
opportunity. All at _ once,
they give- me the’ ball

Should I throw it away? It’

is not something you just
walk away from. I may
strike out.” -

After his morning visit to
the Oval Office, Saxbe said
that he and' the President
“asked each other questions,
and got attitudes and opin-
ions.

The senator 'said he was
satisfied he would have the
independence needed to do
a good job and would have
the President’s cooperation.

“I ami also satisfied that
the Pre51dent has acted hon-
mably in the situations thét
have arisen’ since Watel
gate,” Saxbe.said. “This wis
a thing that I wanted to
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'know and I have satlsfled
Jnyself.”
,Asked why he was: per

suaded that Mr. Nixon has
acted honorably since
Watergate, Saxbe said, “We
went over a number of in-
stances where I had ques-
4ions.”  These  included
“some of the traumatic
thmgs that have happened
il regard to Watergate,
some of the revelations and
some of the people who
Tave given testimony” and
charges of former presiden-
tial counsel John W. Dean
I11, he said.

_“I believe him?" Saxbe

said of theé Président’s an-.
swers to his guestions. 1
“Did ‘he show you a sum- ;
a

mary of the tapes"” a\t‘xe»

porter asked.
“No, he didn’t,” the sena-

-tor 1ephed “I am:sure |

could have them at such
time as I want to look at
them, but obviously now..

isn’t the time.” b

White House. deputy press
secretary Gerald L. Warren
\\V0uld provide- no informa-
tion when asked if Saxbe
would be nominated. .

Saxbe said he thought the

_ matter would. be resolved

“within the ‘next day <or
twoes”" but that he=did not
Want to leave the' impres-

51011 e had 1’c “in the bald 3
Iri their lengthy’ conversa-
tion, Saxbe said that “Mr.
Nixon “reported some peo-
ple who didn’t think T would
make a very good Attofney
General, and I reported
some  people who didn’t

’ thlnk I should take it.

But -the senator, a first-
termer who has announced
that he will not seek re-elec-
tion next year, said he was
confident he could do- a

‘good job- and would aceept

the challenge if offered. He
is a former attorney genel:al
of Ohio.

Asked - the Pr e51dent
had made an offer hessaid,
“The offer was Jmphed
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when I walked in there, be- *

cause we had an tinderstand-
ingthat I was there to talk
about being Attorney Gen-
eral and he was there to
talk to me about it.”

Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
White House chief of staff,
was the only other person
present.

- The appointment of Saxbe
would cost the Republicans
a Senate seat-—at least until
November, 1974.

Sources close to Ohio
Democratic Gov. John J. Gil-
ligan said the leading pros-
pect for appointment to the
seat is Cleveland business-
man Howard M. Metzen-

. baum, a Democrat. Metzen- ~

baum ran unsuccessfully for
the Senate in 1970 and has

year.

Former astronaut John H.
Glenn Jr., who lost to Met-
zenbaum in the 1970 pri-
mary, wants to challenge
him for the nomination
again, despite Gilligan’s ef-

for lieutenant governor in-
stead.
The goveérnor’s associates

. could not be worked out, the .
' appointment might go tqf; a

said there was a possibility
that if the conflict between
Glenn and Metzenbaum

© third person.

When a reporter asked if
the. President had’ com-

mented.on Saxbe’s sharp
criticisms of him, the sena-

tor replied: “Yes, and I said,
well, that he would have to
take me warts and all.”
Saxbe said in December
when the President ordered
heavy bombing of North Vi-
etnam that he thought Mr.

i Nixon had “taken leave of
| his senses.”

Only Sunday, he was

. quoted by the Knight News-

I comments

| papers as saying flatly:

“Nixon is through, finished,
in terms of his effectiveness

~© over the next years.”

Saxbe said his outspoken )
would not .

| “reduce my ability to work
. and cooperate with the Pres-
- ident.”

When asked if he would

indicated his intention to °
seek the Saxbe seat next ,

forts to persuade him to run -

© like. It is a personnel job. It

* (of Ohio).

_ the very heart and soul-of

- ernment without law is ‘tyr-

| like'to be Attornes General
i the senator replied:.

“I think I would. It 1s a
challenge; a challenge that.1

is a managemert job. It re-
quires an understanding ot
lawyers, and I have probably
hired a thousand lawyers in
my days as attorney general‘

“T feel very strongly that
the Justice Department: is

our country, because gov-

anny, and I would like to re-
establish a real sound belief

in our systeru of justice and
in our country.”
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