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Justice Department

Faces a Test

NOW THAT special prosecuter Archi-
bald Cox has been removed, the true
test of the Justice Department’s credibili-
ty will be its handling of the investigation

into the strange finances of President Nix- ,

on’s friend Bebe Rebozo. .

- Sources close to Cox tell us the special
prosecutors had received reports, still un-
substantiated, that Rebozo was the Presi-
dent’s bagman.

This much has been established: Rebo-
zo accepted a $100,000 cash gift from bil-
lionaire Howard Hughes and stashed it in
a safety deposit box. The money was deliv-
ered in $100 bills, $50,000 at a time, in 1969
and 1970.
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T HE HUGHES AIDE who made the de-
livery, Richard Danner, has sworn the
money was intended as a contribution for
the 1970 congressional campaign, Yet not
only did Rebozo have no authority to col-
lect campaign funds but he never turned
over the $100,000 to any campaign com-
mittee. He told investigators that he re-
turned the cash after keeping it for three
years. ;

The special prosecutors were investi-
gating whether Rebozo had collected other
cash contributions for Mr. Nixon.

Word reached them indireetly, say our
sources, that the President was disturbed
over their interest in Rebozo. They sus-
pect the President may have fired Cox
more to head off the Rebozo investigations
than to withhold the Watergate tapes.
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My associate Les Whitten rushed over
to the prosecutors’ office immediately af-
ter Cox’s sudden dismissal. Barely one
step ahead of the FBI, he obtained only. =
one document before agents sealed the
offices and refused to let the prosecutors
remove even pictures of their wives and i
children. This interesting document was a_ o
library check-off list, which showed what T
the prosecutors were Tesearching. : ':

They were checking, for example, into * -
the government’s access to financial rec- - ¢
ords. In one earmarked case, the courts: -
ruled that a taxpayer could not block the
Tuternal Revenue Service from examining
his bank records. This could have been
preparation for a showdown over the Re- .
bozo records. They expected to encounter’ . - _
resistance if they pushed the investiga- "™
tion. g
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THE LIBRARY document also shows
that James Quarles, a Cox assistant
and a specialist in campaign funds, was:
searching through three law books for
cases dealing with campaign funds. )
The dairy industry, for example, of-
fered to raise $2 million for President Nix-
on’s 1972 reelection campaign. On March-. -
23, 1971, the President met personally at ...




