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Htll Pushes for Another Prosecutor

Senate GOP Heads Unanlmous

By Spencer Rich and Susanna McBee
Washmgton Post Staff Writers ©

Senate Republican leaders
unanimously urged Presi-
dent “Nixon yesterday to
name @ new Watergate spe-
cial prosecutor as quickly as
possﬂ)le

Under~the leadership pro- .,
posal, the new prosecutor— .

like Archibald Cox, whom
Mr. I\Itxom fired last week-
end—would -be . -nder the
general - superyision of - the
Attorney. General and: indi-
rectly the President himselt
and fherefore could be fired
in the same way.

THe White House is known
to bevedol to the idea of an-
other™ spemal prosecutor,
and the Republican congres-
sional proposal was regarded
as ev1dence of the continu-
ing ‘pressure “on Mr. Nixon
to take ‘some step to soften
the p'ubhc outery over Cox’s
ouster, ,}

Also yésterday, ‘Republi-
cans on the Senate Judici-
ary '-»Amzmttee headed off a
move‘by ‘Democrats to hold
an simmediate hearing on
Cox’s dismissal and to de-
mand - that the President
reinstate ‘him until a new,

fully independent prosecu—
tor can beé named.~. - -

Instead, the com'mittee‘ de-
cided in a closed meeting to
begin  hearings Monday
morning with Cox as’ the
first witness.

The_Hearings also will '~
consider legislation that sev- :

veral committee members
are preparing to introduce
Friday -which would “au-
thorize and direct” U.S.
Distriet Court Judge John J.
Sirica to appoint a special
prosecutor and a deputy
. prosecutor who could be
~ fired only by Sirica. J oo

The Republican ,leader-
ship’s proposal would con-
flict head-on with the bill al-
lowing for court appoint-
ment of the prosecutor. The
leaders informed Mr. Nixon
through White House aide
Bryce Harlow that if the
President follows their ad-
vice, his action will help
still public eclamor over the
Cox firing.

Their recommendation
was agreed to at a mqrning
méeting in the office of Sen-
ate Minority" Leader Hugh
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Scott (R-Pd.) shortly befor
the Judiciary Committet
- met.

Present at the leadershlp
_meeting were Scott, Minor-
"ity Whip Robert P. Griffin
(RlVLlch ), Senaté, @QP Pol-
icy Committee ™ ydirman
John Tower (R'Tex.), and
~GOP Conference- Secretary
“Wallace F. Bennétt (R-Utah),
“'Sen. Norris H. Cotton (R-
N.H.), chairman of the con-
ference, did not attend.
© 'An aide to-one of those
- present said the pérson to .
“replace Cox would présuma-
‘bly be of the highest integ-
rity. who would command
‘public confidence. Though
the President would have
the power to fire the prose-
cutor, he might then face
the same storir of publie
protest as occurred affer the
Cox dismissal, the aide said.

‘The GOP leaders agreed
that until a new prosecutor
-ig. named, Henry E. Peter-
sen, head of the Justice De-
.partment’s criminal division,
“sh6uld continue with
“mandate he was givén this
“wéek by acting Aftorney
*Genera‘l Robert H. Bork to
‘pursue the Watergate case.

- If the President declines
to name a special prosecu-
“tor, the leaders agreed, the
US District Court should
jnsure that the special
~grand juries already con-

wxvened will continue their in- ¢

“iyestigation.
At the Judiciary Cominit-
“‘tee meeting, the 14 fnembers

~spresent unammously agreed
““that a special prosecutor
~should be
- there were -argutiients over
““iyhen hearings should be
= held, whether theé redolution

appointed. But

demandmg Cox’s temporary
reinstatement ought to be
" passed, anid - whether the pro-
posed pill for a court-ap-
pointed prosecutor is consti-
tutional.

Sen. Strom Thurmond (R-

8.C.) moved to postponé the-

hedrings vntil next Wednes-
day, while most commiittéee
Democrats wanted to start

them yesterday afternoon or -

thig morning. Sen. Robert C.
Byrd (D-W.Va) offered the
compromise motion, that
was aceepted; to begin Mon-
day

The resolution callmg for
Cox to be named.as an in-
terim appoitriteé mét opposi-
tion from Republicans Mar-
low W. Cook of Kentucky

the -

. #fid Roman L Hrugka of Ne-

'j pragka. -
“Zy Cook proposed amendmg'
“1it to take out Cox’s name. |

‘geni. Bireh Bayh @-Ind.)’
stréngly cbjected, arguing
that a resolution without
naming Cox would be a
mere endorsement of any-
one. the President mlght
‘choose.

- oWell, if you want fo pm a
medal orn Cox, why don't
you go ahead and do it?”
Cook asked.

‘The impasse was broken
thhout a vote when Hruska
exermsed the prerogative
each member has of post-
ponirig consideration of a
new medsure for one week.
_Later he and Sen. James O.
‘Fastland (D-Miss.) said they

‘thought  the resolution
‘needed more  study The
postponement, in effect,

killed the resolution.
BRayh'and Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass)  ex-
pressed disappointment af-
terward. They both argued
‘that it was not unreasonable
».to think the President might
‘name Cox again since he
had changed his mind and
decidgd finally to turn the
Wh;te House
tapes.over to Sirica.
il i

SEN. ROBERT C. BYRD
« « » offers compromise

| to name a special prosecutor
. and his deputy, who would
. sérve for two-year renewa-
ble terms, was challenged
by Hruska who argued that
it ‘might in effect create “a
fourth branch .of govern-
ment” with officials really
acceountablé to no one,

Bayh, however, insisted,
“Just saying we're going to
appoint'a niew special prose-
cutor isn’t going to do the
job. It has to be one that
cannot be fired. = =

Kennedy argued thHat the
bill would be constitutional
under tﬁe "neceSSary and

Watergate -

bill authorizing Sirica

- provides that Congress can

re 6

proper” clause and under
Artiele 11, Section 2 of the
Const1tution

The clause empowers Con-
gress “to ihake all ‘Taws
which shall be necessary
and proper” to execute all
the other powers that Con-
gress and thé government
have. Article II, Sectiofi 2

vest appomtment power in
the eourts as well.as in the
President or heads of de-
partments.

Both Eastland and Rep.
Peter Rodino (D-N.J.), chair-
man of the House Judiciary
Committee, have voiced res-
erva’clons about the meas-
uré’s constitutionality.

It picked up important
support yesterday when
Sen. Charles McC. Mathias
(R-Md:) agreed to become a
spofisor, the first Republi-
cdn-to so so, joining Demo- .
crats Kennedy, Bayh, Byrd,
John V. Tumney of Califor-
nia, Philip A. Hart of Michi-
gan, and Sam J. Ervin Jr of
North Carolina.

On the House side of the
Capitol, Rodino said he has
referred: a bill calling for a
speeial prosecutor to a Judi-
ciary subcommittee headed
by William L. Hungate (D-
Mo.) and expects that hear-
ings will ‘be held on it next
week.

Rep. John J. Rhodes (K-
Aviz), e¢hairman of the-
House Republican Policy
Comimittee, said his comfiit-
te¢ has had meetings with
White House aides in the
last two days to report that
the “overwhelming major-
ity” of House GOP leaders
favors appointment of a spe-
cial prosecutor.

The impact on President
Nixon of all the congres-
sional pressure for a new
prosecutor could not be..as-
sesded last night despite the
fact that Capitol Hill was, full
of rumors yesterday that
Mr. Nixon would appoint
oné within 24 hours.

White House adviser Har-
low told a group of reéport-
ers yesterday morning that
congressiondl  pressure had

a significant impact on the
President’s decision t6 re-
lease the Watergate tapes to
- the court. Republican lead-T
ers were “pretty uphght 2
he conceded.




