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Her Family
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Comes First

Washington

‘“Yes, my husband and I
discussed the vice presiden-
tial possibility,” Mrs. Gerald
Ford said.

“It’s unavoidable, with all
the news and the telephones
ringing. I know Gerry’s very
happy as majority leader of
the house — oops, I mean
minerity leader, he’d like to
be majority leader. He’s al-
ways been happy in the
house; it’s his first love.

‘“The Nixons have been
close friends of ours since
we came to Washington,”
Mrs. Ford went on, “and I
think Gerry’s a good team
player. I think he’ll do what
the President wants him
to.’l

Elizabeth Ford, 55, an ad-
mitted former tomhoy
whose all-girl football team
of 12-year-olds beat the boys
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‘A former dancer

back in her girlhood in
Grand Rapids, Mich., is also
a believer in team play. She
thinks of her family as a
team.

“Our marriage was found-
ed on the basis that he was
the congressman, and I was
the wife and mother,” said
Mrs. Ford, who devotes
most of her time to the fami-
ly.

“So many wiveg are in-
volved in their hushand’s
careers, but by the time
Gerry gets home, I've seen
what’s going on in the news,
and I don’t ask him about it.
I know he’s all talked out.” -

When Ford gets a chance
to come home t¢ his modest
Alexandria, Va., house,
vqhiéh they built themselves,
his wife tries to relax him
with “idle chattep” or g
good television detective sto-
ry like “Cannon,”’

_ Not that politics are taboo
In the house. There’s 4 fami-
Iy traditio\n of discussing
bolitical pros and cong at the
"dinner table (‘I don’t know
if we influence Gerry,” Mrs.
Ford said), and at least one
member of the family didn’t
ah’}:e the idea of being the
Vice president’s kid.

[ Steven, a student at T.C.
“Williams High School in Al-

- -exandria, joked that he was

“going to move out” if his

- father was named vice pres-

‘ident. Mrs, Ford, a tolerant
‘mother, said, ‘“When you’re
17 and you have a giri and a
car and a motorcycle, you

don’t want to get followed

. around.”

Two older sons — Mike,
23, a student at the interden.
ominational Gordon Conwell
Theological Seminary in
Hamilton, Mass., and Jack,

21,in a forestry Program at .
Utah State University —

Ipave _been politically active
in their father’s campaigns.

Jack took the fall semes-
ter off last year to work with
Young Republicans for the
Re-Election of the President,

A . 13-year-old daughter,
Susan, is a student at Holton
Arms, a private school in
Bethesda, and is “very in-
terested” in dance, Mrs.
Ford said.

Betty Ford was a dancer
herself, beginning .lessons at
age 8. She studied for two

. Years under. Martha . Gra-

ham at Bennington College
in Vermont, and once ap-
peared in a Graham concert
at New York city’s Carnegie
Hall.

She took dancing lessons
in Alexandria to keep in
shape until nine years ago,
when a pinched nerve in her
neck put an end to both
dancing and skiing, which
she also enjoyed.

. “I was so impressed with
Martha Graham,” Mrs.
Ford said. “She was almost
like a goddess to me. She
was very strict,” a discip-
line that Mrs. Ford still ap-
preciates and believes in.

Martha Graham was en-
couraging her fo continue
her dancing career. But
Hortense N. Bloomer, Mrs.
Ford’s mother (her father
William Bloomer, was a
salesman for the U.S. Rubber
Co.) convinced her diughter!
to come back to Grand Rap-.
ids and try hometown life
for six months.

Back in Grand Rapids, she
went to work as a fashion
co-ordinator and met a
young attorney named Ger-
ald Rudolph Ford. She was
attracted to him because
‘he was so terribly busy,” |
she recalled.

“He was on every commit-
tee in town, the Red Cross,
the United Fund, the- hu- |

—mane society. We were both

members of the NAACP,
and we didn’t really have
much time for each other.”

Their courtship was main-
ly 10 or 11 p.m. dates at a
little bar called Saffy’s, and
weekends of skiing.

They were married in Qe-
tober, 1948, one. month be-
fore Ford: was elected to
congress for the first time.
When Betty Ford arrived in
Washington in 1949, she con-
fessed she’d had no interest |
in politics umtil she met
Ford.

“Now I find politics ab-
sorbing and completely fas-
cinating,” she said at the
time. - ‘

She must have.

“We had to get married on
a Friday so Gerry could get
to a foothall game on Satur- .
day,” Mrs. Ford said last |
week. After the game the
honeymooners drove to Ow-
08s0, Mich., to hear presi-
dential candidate Thomas |
Dewey speak. They finally
arrived at their honeymoon
hotel at 4 a.m.
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