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WASHINGTON, Oct. 10—For
the seventeenth time in 184
years, the republic is without a
Vice President, and the immedi-
ate question is how President
Nixon will approach the choice
of someone to succeed Spiro
Agnew for the next three years
and three months.
Eight times during these 184
years, a Vice Pres-
ident has succed-
~ed to the Presi-
dency in mid-term,
and with another
war in progress in the Mideast,
the Administration weakened
by scandals and resignations
and the people troubled by in-
ternal dissension and inflation,
Mr. Nixon’s decision will come
at a particularly solemn mo-
ment. ) .

Mr. Nixon seems to be facing
his decision in a cautious and
responsible way. He had said
that he had no “contingency
plan” for replacing Mr. Agnew,
and he has now committed him-
self to consult with other lead-
ers of the nation before sub-
mitting his nomination to the
House and Senate, both of
which, under the 25th Amend-
ment, must confirm the nomi-
nation by a majority vote.

Nevertheless, he is faced with
a dilemma. It has been widely
reported that he regards John
who- has been
-Governor of Texas, Secretary
of the Navy and Secretary of
the Treasury, as the man best
qualified to be President. But
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‘{tate conservative Republicans,

W hether to Qboomm
a ‘Best’ Man or

a Caretaker

Mr. Connally is a controversial
figure who has cnly recently
joined the Republican party,
and his choice wouid not only
split the Republicans but also
infuriate many Demaocrats. d

Political Contention

This is why his approach to
the decision is so important,
for while he must propose a
qualified man, selection of a
probable candidate for the
Presidency in 1976 would give
the new Vice President a big
advantage in the 1976 election
and lead to more political con-
tention just when the country
is looking forsunity and calm.

The same problem arises with
the nomination of either Gov-
ernor Rockefeller of New York
or Governor Ronald Reagan of
California, for while the Demo-
cratic majority in Congress
scarcely reject either on merit,
the nomination of the progres-
sive Mr. Rockefeller would irri-

and the nomination of the con-
annoy progressive Republicans.

Accordingly, there has been
considerable support here for
selecting a capable caretaker
Vice President, who would
avoid a bruising battle over
confirmation by committing
himself not to be a candidate
for the Presidency in 1976.

Several Are Mentioned -

Among those discussed on}
this approach to the problem
are William P. Rogers, the for-
mer Secretary of State and At-
torney General; John Sherman
Cooper, the former Senator!

for Nixon



fiom Kentucky; Melvin R.|
Laird of Wisconsin, the White
House assistant and former
Secretary of Defense; Elliot L.
Richardson, the Attorney Gen-
eral, and his deputy, William
0. Ruckelshaus. .

Washington has been playing
this guessing game for weeks,
but it was nevertheless stunned
by the Agnew resignation and
astonished to discover that last
week’s parlor gossip was sud-
denly an immediate decision of
state.

In the interests of making a
calm and orderly transition, it
has even been suggested that
the President might consider
asking Chief Justice Warren
Burger' to resign from" the
Court and agree to. take the:
Vice Presidency. Associate Jus-
tices Lewis F. Powell Jr. of|
Virginia, Harry A. Blackmun
of Minnesota and Potter Stew-
art of Ohio have also been
mentioned, though their enthu-
siasm for giving up lifetime ap-
pointments on the Court to act
as temporary designated hitters
for Mr. Agnew might be some-
what limited.

. Opposition to ‘Caretaker’

There is, however, strong op-
position to this “caretaker”
idea. This city has gone through
S0 many surprises and shocks
.in the last year that it has
jcome to expect the worst.
| During these last 12 months,
‘it has re-elected the President
by a landslide, only to find
lhim a year later not triumphant
|but despondent. The two for-
imer Presidents, Mr. Truman
and Mr. Johnson have died in
these last few months.

The war in Vietnam has end-
ed, and just when the country
was celebrating the first peace|
in a decade, another wah has
started up in the Mideast at
the crossroads of the continents.
All this and a devalued dollar,
soaring prices, Watergate and
finally a confession that last
month’s “damned lies” on Mr.
Agnew were this week’s truth
have shaken the capital and
made everybody ask, what|!
‘next? ‘
. So there is also pressure on,

A A = s e o=

T IS A A m =

the President here now, but to

is so apparent or to concern
himself with the short-range in-
terests of compromise candi-
dates’ who will calm things
down, but to concentrate on
choosing the best potential Pres-
ident available, on the theory,
that anything may happen and
that in the end the best thing
to do is the right thing to do.

’ Conﬂicting Advice

| 1t will be interesting to ob-
\serve how the President deals

with this philosophical question,

with the conflicting advice he
lis now getting; to go for what

'he believes to be the best, even
if this provokes more battle’s_
and controversies he doesn’t

need, or to go for another com-

promise, which will calm things ..

down.
Sin of Long Ago

In his “Dear Ted” letter ac- ~ -
cepting the. Vice President’s "

resignation,  the  President
seemed to be almost apologetic.
He praised the Vice President’s
loyalty and courage, \but Mr.
Agnew had been caught for sins
of long ago—mnot the news sins
of political burglary, espionage
and sabotage, which are still
before the courts, but for fid-

dling with his income tax, like .

the late Senator Thomas J.

Dodd. They did not get him for -

big crimes like Cambodia or
Watergate, which he did not
commit, but they got him on
taxes, -and the President, who
has some tax problems of his
on, let him go as gracefully as
he could.

So the interesting thing here
now is what the President does
with all this. Nothing has quite
worked out as he thought. The
element of accident has con-
founded him ever since his tri-
jumphant re-election last No-
‘vember. Events have really

been in th saddle. They have. .

reduced his popularity, de-
stroyed his Vice President, in-

licted some of the principal

members of his Cabinet, forced
‘he resignation of his old bud-
lies on the White House staff
aind mow produced a new war

in the most critical area of the .

world.

assume the best after the worse -~

All this has not only startled
sut saddened Washington. It
was the assumption of this Ad-

ninistration that it could pro-.

iuce peace, but now it has
inother war, that it could
reach an accommodation with
the Russians and the Chinese

about a new order in the .7

world, but now the Russians
are saying pleasant things in
diplomatic channels but appar-
Jordan to destroy Israel.

Symbol of Law and Order

Also, it was the assumption
of this Administration that it
was the symbol of law and or-
der, even that it could impose
a new moral order on the re-
public, but now it has been
caught breaking the law, and
the resignation of the Vice
President is not the end of the
story.

Still, with the resighation of
Mr. Agnew, and the outbreak
of war in the Middle East, there
is a chance now to look at all
these events and personal trag-
edies again. And this is what

Washington is now watching .

for. It has not the vaguest idea
of how Mr. Nixon will approach
this new situation, so it waits,
not really knowing him after
all these years, and asks ques-
tions. .

Wili he use this latest crisis
to compromise on the tapes?
Or will he try, like Mr. Agnew,
to “tough it out” until events

bring one more surprising dis- ~

aster? .

Nobody around here knows
the answer to these questions,
but this was the talk of the
town after Mr. Agnew’s resig-

nation, and the first clue is °

likely to-come when the Presi-
dent decides how to pick Mr.
Agnew’s successor.
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