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~ The Resignation™

 Brief Letters by
Nixon, Agnew

‘Washington

Spiro T. Agnew’s letter
of resignation as Vice
President, submitted un-
der acceptel legal proce-
dures to Secretary of State

Henry A. Kissinger at 2:05

- pm. (EDT), yesterday,
..consisted of 14 words:

“Dear Mr. Secretary:

“I hereby resign the office
of Vice President . of the
United States, effective im-

. mediately.

“Sincerely, Spiro T. Ag-
new.”
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In a more lengthy letter to
President Nixon, delivered
one minute later, Agnew

© said: ‘

“As you are aware, the
accusations against me can-
not be resolved without a
long, divisive and debilitat-
ing struggle in the Congress
and in the courts. I have con-
cluded that,'painful as it is
to me and to my family, it is
in the best interests of the

nation -that I reliquish the
Vice, Presidency.

ned the office of

Vies President of the United
States. A copy of the nstru-
ment of resignation is en-
closed.

“It has been a privilege to
serve with you. May I ex-
press to the American peo-

‘ ple, through you, my deep

gratitude for ‘“their confi-

dence in twice electing me
to be Vice President.
Sincerely, Spiro T. Ag-
ne'W-” : e
LA S ¢
President Nixon’s letter to
‘Agnew accepting his resig-
nation as vice president fol-
lows:
“Dear Ted:
“The most difficult- deci-
sions are often those that
are the most personal, and I
know your decision to resign
as Vice President has been

ingly, I have to-

man in public life could be.
“Your departure from the
administration leaves me
with a great sense of person-
al loss. You have been a val-'
ued associate through these
nearly five years that we
have served together. ¢
“However, I respect your
decision and I also Tespect
the concern for the national
interest that led you to con-
clude that a resolution of the
matter in this way; rather
than through an extended:
battle in the courts and Con-
gress, was advisable in or-:
der to prevent a protracted
period of national division
and uncertainty.
“As Vice President, you
have addressed the great is-
-sues of our times with cour-
age and candor. Your strong
patriotism, and your pro-
found dedication to the wel-
fare of the nation, have been
an inspiration to.all who.
have served with you as well
as to millions of others
throughout the country. .
+ “T have been deeply sad-
dened by this whole course
of events, and I hope that
you and your family will be
sustained in the days ahead,
by a well-justified price in
“all that you have coniributed
to the nation by years of
service as Vice President.

“Sincerely,” ' Richard
Nixon.” 8 ’
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as difficult as any facing a



